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Montreat—Here the 89th Assembly Mee 


“LIBERATION” IN CHINA REPORTS TO THE GENERAL 
IN THIS By Frank W. Price ASSEMBLY 


SKETCHES OF W. A. VISSER ’T 
ISSUE NEWSLETTERS FROM HOOFT, H. RAY ANDERSON, 
LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI MARCEL PRADERVAND 
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Lift Up Your Eyes 
Lewis J. Sherrill 


A must for all Presbyterians, this 
popular study book gives a clear picture 
of the present program and future possi- 
bilities of religious education in our 
Church. Here the chairman of the Re- 
ligious Education Re-Study Committee 
presents to the Church the results of 
this four-year study. 


Official Religious Education 
Study Book $1.00 


Church and Community 
in the South 
Blackwell-Brooks-Hobbs 
This complete report of the Institute 
for Researce in Social Science of the 
University of North Carolina provides a 
comprehensive examination of the rural 
South, the urban South, church-com- 
munity relationships. Informative! Re 





Publications released since 
last General Assembly 


Presbyterianism in Action 
Stuart R. Oglesby 

How to become an effective member 
of the Presbyterian Church! Virtually 
any question that might be asked about 
the work of our Church is answered in 
this informative new book. Clear, com- 
plete, graphic, it will be invaluable to 
every active church member. $1.00 


Religion’s Place in 
General Education 
Nevin C. Harner 

The essential factors and truth about 
religion’s place in public education, re- 
viewing past procedures, evaluating 
present trends, urging constructive plan- 
ning for the future, are forcefully pre- 














As the Lightning Flashes 
Frank W. Price 


A truly modern presentation of mis- 
sions—to make world relations and 
world organizations Christian as well 
as to evangelize men one by one. $2.50 


A Faith for Youth 

@ J.J. Murray 

Great truths of the Christian faith, 
such as God, the creation, prayer, and 
Jesus, are discussed in non-theological 
terms. 90c 


Understanding Marriage 
and Family Life 
J. M. Godard 
From courtship to old age, family 
life is considered with reference to the 
home, the community, and the church. 


75¢c 


vealing! Challenging! 


$6.00 


When I Listen to Bible Stories 
Elizabeth McE. Shields 
Charming Bible stories for pre-school children 
as only Miss Shields can tell them, abundantly 
illustrated with two-color drawings by Mildred 
Tiller Pitts. 


$2.00 


Our Protestant Heritage 


Members of the Faculty of 
Union Theological Seminary 
in Virginia 
Protestantism is a spirit, and it is 
here traced from earliest Biblical revela- 


tion through 4,000 years to the present 
time. $3.00 


Hark to the Trumpet 


The Message of the Prophets for 
the World of Today 


Joseph M. Gettys 


The future of humanity is not cen- 
tered in weapons and warfare but in the 
eternal purpose of a redemptive God. 


$2.50 
TO BE RELEASED SOON 





On Toward the Goal 
John Calvin Reid 
Seventeen truly Scriptural sermons 
of encouragement written in arresting 
style marked by simplicity, clarity, 


and beauty. $2.00 


How to Teach the Bible 
Joseph M. Gettys 
Here is the ‘“‘know how” of Bible 
teaching. Dr. Gettys presents in simple 
language methods of preparing and pre- 
senting lessons. $2.00 


sented by this internationally known 
educator and churchman. 


$2.50 











Order them from your 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia 


Box 1020, Dallas, Texas 
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The Future Holds Great Promise 
for these Boys and Girls 


Thousands Have Been Trained 


for Christian Activities 


23 Ministers of the Gospel 
5 Missionaries 





4 Assembly’s Training School Grad- 
uates 


3 Ministerial Candidates at Present 


Numerous Christian Business Men and 
Women 


1875 THORNWELL 1949 


A Great Name In The Field Of Child Care 








WE TRAIN FOR LIFE 


Our children develop into self-respecting, self-reliant, self-supporting Christian citizens 


WE. bb iekceccevaseevs's $ 7.00 
SE IE 65 hob oo hehe 205 he5 28.00 
Se NS sc on cicuren ences 180.00 
CRE NIN iol eichnar tie elk tara 365.00 


M. A. MacDONALD, President 
Box 60, Clinton, South Carolina. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Pastor Urges Necessity of New Hymnal 





Good One Is Available 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

OUR CHURCH HYMNAL needs to be 
replaced by one more adequate to the 
needs of the congregations. The rea- 
son the hymnal now in use has survived 
for more than twenty years is that the 
compilers managed to put into the col- 
lection of hymns an unusual proportion 
of fairly easy and melodious tunes. Ad- 
mitting freely the importance of this 
quality, it would seem, however, that 
the standard of survival value of a 
hymnal ought to include more qualities 
of excellence than that. 

On the other hand, several serious 
flaws in the book handicap those who 
seek to make intelligent use of the hym- 
nal. One of these is lack of dignity. 
Quite a number of the gospel song type 
of compositions are in our hymnal and 
are classified as equal to the historic 
hymns of the church. The gospel song 
almost invariably is composed of words 
with low literary quality and is ac- 
companied by a musical score of low 
merit. The fine literary quality and ma- 
jestic musical accompaniment of the 
great hymns have combined to give dig- 
nity and significance to Presbyterian 
worship throughout the centuries. For 
twenty years now our church has been 
tempting its people to forget its heri- 
tage in music by classifying the senti- 
mental and shallow with that which is 
deeply reverent and possesses qualities 
of excellence in composition. 


ANOTHER HANDICAP to using our 
hymnal is to be found in the classifica- 
tion of hymns. For example, no distinc- 
tion is made between Advent and Christ- 
mas. In fact, the only way to find Ad- 
vent hymns is to know something about 
hymnology and then search for the titles 
in the index. When found, a desired 
hymn is as liable to be under missions 
as under the too general heading, ‘“‘Birth 
of Christ.” The only way to find a hymn 
for Palm Sunday is by the same process. 
The best Palm Sunday hymn in our 
book, for example, is the historic ‘All 
Glory, Laud and Honor” by Theodulph 
of Orleans, a ninth century production, 
set to Teschner’s seventeenth century 
“St. Theodulph.” Yet even this hymn 
is classified as ‘“‘Christian Life in the 
Home”! That is really an extreme at- 
tempt to escape from the New Testa- 
ment celebration of Palm Sunday. 

One of the worst examples of bad clas- 
sification is to be found in the listing 
of “Break Thou the Bread of Life’ 
among the hymns for Communion. 
Everybody who knows anything about 
hymns knows that this is a hymn on the 
Holy Scriptures. If we force it into the 
Communion service we are subscribing 
to the Roman doctrine that the laity 
have no right to the wine. In fact, we 
throw out completely all view of the 
‘“‘hlood shed for remission of sin.’ 


LET ME MENTION only one more 
feature of the hymnal which makes its 
use a problem; namely, the responsive 
readings. A serious problem arises in 
that we have a very small collection. Be- 
sides, the ‘“selection’’ system under 
which the passages are listed is clumsy 
and, at times, confusing. Again we note 
that in a collection which runs in se- 
quence in all other respects, for some 
unaccountable reason Psalm 24 is sand- 
wiched in between Psalms 84 and 90, 
hence all but impossible to find except 
by the initiated. Then, too, the unfor- 
tunate versification of some Psalms ren- 
ders responsive reading undesirable. 


Space does not permit me to discuss 
the serious shortage of good Christmas, 
Easter and Communion hymns; the con- 
fusing manner of listing the same hymn 
twice and under different numbers; the 
amateurish and incomplete subject in- 
dex; the omission of an index to authors 
and composers. Evidently the compilers 
considered authors and composers of 
little importance, yet a real understand- 
ing of the hymnal cannot be had with- 
out a knowledge of the artists who made 
it possible. Such a celebration as that 
of the recent Watts Bicentennial was 
complicated severely by lack of this 
index. 


THIS WRITER acknowledges freely 
his lack of technical knowledge of mu- 
sic. However, because of his being a 
minister his conscience has made him 
study his hymnal since seminary days. 
Being only one of the untutored hymn- 
singing public he probably has no right 
to express an opinion about a hymnal. 
Yet, as a minister who must prepare 
services, he does have an obligation to 
choose the best in quality for the wor- 
ship of God and he ought to have the 
best that can be had in source material. 
The plea of this brief article is based 
on the sad fact that the source material 
our church provides is below average 
rather than being of unexcelled value. 

Since there is nothing better in the 
way of a hymnal than that used by the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, together 
with its accompanying excellent manual, 
and since our two churches are endea- 
voring to cultivate mutual understand- 
ing, it would seem that it would be much 
to our advantage to ask permission to 
use the hymnal they already have in 
print as our own. 


WILLIAM CROWE, JR. 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Reunion and Reconciliation 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


... because of the Easter rush 
I have only recently read the state- 
ment by Dr. McCain and your editorial 
on the subject (April 11). I am one 





of those who favor reunion with the 
USA Church, as soon as it can be ae. 
complished with reasonable peace and 
harmony. . . However, in your com- 
ments on Dr. McCain, it seems to me 
that you have over-simplified the prop- 
lem in looking upon it as one of “re. 
conciliation.”’ 

There is a very large group of minis- 
ters in our church who are opposed 
to reunion for reasons that seem good 
to them, but who would not go to the 
extres of the smaller, but more cocifer- 
ous continuing church group. Some of 
them are opposed because they see the 
deep cleavage between the different fac- 
tions of our church, and they fear that 
a union would split asunder this south- 
ern portion of our Assembly. Others 
are opposed for deeper reasons of con- 
viction, but are Presbyterian enough in 
their thinking that they would not take 
part in any “continuing church” schism 
if a union were effected. They would 
go along with the brethren... . 

I don’t believe that the cause of re- 
union gains anything by stressing the 
desirability of “reconciliation’’ with our 
USA brethren as a prelude to our work- 
ing together for evangelism and our 
church’s financial aims—and it may lose 
much. . 

The only course of action for those 
who favor reunion, if we hope to gain 
the support of the large group of men 
whose minds are not already closed on 
the subject, is to be more Christ-like 
in our attitude, more Christian in our 
methods than those of the continuing 
church group.... 


WILLIAM B. GASTON. 
John’s Island, S. C. 


®EDITORS’ NOTE—We are well aware 
of the variety of reasons in the minds 
of different individuals who oppose re- 
union. We agree that the largest group 
in the church favors reunion but does 
not want to have a considerable group 
split off in the event of union. Indeed, 
everyone would sincerely regret any fur- 
ther division of the Presbyterian family. 
In regard to the witness of our church 
to the world, however, we insist upon 
the matter of reconciliation, but not in 
the sense of reconciliation with our in- 
dividual “USA brethren.” So far as we 
know, personal relationships between 
members of the two churches are of the 
most cordial type. That only serves to 
underscore the anomaly of our present 
status. In the eyes of men outside our 
church we offer the example of a broken 
church home. In a society of warring 
factions the church ought to preach and 
demonstrate reconciliation. It ought to 
show the world how to heal its wounds, 
overcome its differences, and unite for 
fundamental purposes. That word of re- 
concilation we are neither able to speak 
nor to demonstrate. We continue to 
maintain a major schism in our church 
family because we are afraid of the 
possibility of a minor schism. Mean- 
while, our church’s witness to the world 
cannot be in terms of reconcilation, 
which is the very heart of the evan- 
gelistic appeal. 
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JESSE H. BAIRD 
‘Feet on the ground, head in heaven. 


Baird Calls USA Assembly to 
“Purified, Aroused Christianity’’ 


Buffalo, N. Y. (RNS)—Jesse Hays 
Baird, retiring moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, declared here that ‘the 
only force which will be ultimately effec- 
tive against the cold war is a vast of- 
fensive of purified and aroused Chris- 
tianity.”’ 

In his sermon at the annual General 
Assembly service, Dr. Baird said ‘‘it is 
our assignment as a Christian church 
to win the cold war,’’ which he described 
as resulting from ‘cold hearts—cold 
with fear, cold with hate, cold with 
cynicism.”’ 

He said the only weapons with which 
peace can be won are faith, hope and 
love. “Faith in God and man, hope— 
believing the best is yet to be, and love 
for God and fellow man.” 

Dr. Baird urged that Christians live 
“with our feet planted firmly upon the 
realities of earth but with our heads in 
heaven.” 


Work as Christ Did 


“We must pray without ceasing,’ he 
said. ‘‘We must work as he did in the 
days of his flesh. The prayer he taught 
usis alsoa command. Our petitions are 
a mockery unless they put us to work 
at the task. 

“We, the church, are ‘the body of 
Christ’ in this contemporary world. 
Through us he wills to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, visit the sick and the 
Prisoner, and proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord to all men. 

“Through our faithfulness he must 
reign in every heart—also in courts of 
justice, in legislative halls and in the 

councils of the nations.’”’ 


Major Issues Hold Attention of 
Church as 89th Assembly Convenes 


Reorganization Study Held to Be of Chief Significance 
In Meeting at Montreat Beginning Thursday, May 26 


Presbyterians, US, from all over the South, as well as their missionaries in 
far countries, will have their eyes trained on Montreat, N. C., May 26-June 1 for 


the meeting of the 89th General Assembly. 


Informed persons are said to regard this Assembly as one of unusual impor- 


ance with such significant items as: 


—the ad interim committee’s report 
on reorganization of the church agencies 
(OUTLOOK, May 16); 

—the proposed program of acquain- 
tance and cooperation with Presbyte- 
rians, USA (OUTLOOK, Feb. 14, 21, 
May 16); 

—approval of Presbyterian, US, par- 
ticipation in the now-forming National 
Council of Churches (May 23); 

—disposition of the Richardson case 
(Mar. 14, May 16); 

—the Christian Relations report on 
civil rights, for which approval is not 
being asked; instead, the committee asks 
that the report be ‘‘received’’ and made 
available for study (May 2). 


More than 400 commissioners should 
be enrolled for the first time in the 
church’s history—about 412 have been 
appointed by presbyteries to attend. 
Half of these are ministers and half are 
ruling elders. 


Election of Moderator 


Opening of the Assembly in Montreat 
is set for Thursday, May 26, 7:30 P. M. 
At that time the retiring moderator, C. 
Darby Fulton, executive secretary of 
foreign missions, will deliver his ser- 
mon. Next will come the election of 
his successor. In contrast with other 
church bodies where there are open, 
ahead-of-time nominations, it is usually 
not admitted in advance that there are 
definite plans to offer names for this 
position, though practically everyone 
takes for granted that personal efforts 
are being made by commissioners on be- 
half of their favorites. Two nominat- 
ing speeches are allowed: one for ten 
minutes and another for five. Ballots 
are tallied openly and vocally at the 
desk of the clerk in the midst of the 
Assembly. 

On Friday morning the important 
work of the Assembly is its organiza- 
tion into standing committees. The new 
moderator appoints chairmen of these 
committees but the commissioners them- 
selves, meeting in sections (geographi- 





Regular worship orders are set at 
10:00 each morning. The services this 
year have been arranged by R. Edwin 
McClure, executive secretary of Ashe- 
ville Presbytery. Daily leaders of these 
services are: J. Rupert McGregor, Mon- 
treat; W. Taylor Clarke, Grenada, 
Miss.; Cecil H. Lang, Dallas, Texas; W. 
E. Crane, Charleston, W. Va., and the 
concluding service at the end of the As- 
sembly by the Moderator. 


Speakers Are Named 


Scheduled addresses or sermons dur- 
ing the Assembly include those by: W. 
A. Visser ’t Hooft, executive secretary, 
World Council of Churches, Geneva, 
Friday, 10:00 A. M.; J. Ferra Van 
Meter, M. D., Lexington, Ky., at the 
elders’ fellowship banquet, Friday at 
5:45 P. M.; LeRoy P. Burney, Atlanta, 
on the Program of Progress, Friday eve- 
ning; Frank B. Lewis, president, Mary 
Baldwin College, Saturday evening; W. 
A. Alexander, Shreveport, La., will 
preach the sermon Sunday morning at 
the request of the retiring moderator; 
Lewis J. Sherrill, Louisville, will speak 
on the Re-Study of Religious Education 
Sunday evening; Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., 
Atlanta, on overseas relief, Monday 
afternoon; S. Hugh Bradley, Decatur, 
Ga., and Jas. A. Jones, Charlotte, N. C., 
Monday evening, on foreign missions; 
Marcel Pradervand, executive secretary 
of the Presbyterian World Alliance, 
Geneva, Tuesday morning; L. W. Bot- 
toms, Atlanta, Tuesday afternoon, on 
Negro work. 


Fewer Overtures This Year 


Overtures to the Assembly are fewer 
than usual. There are 62 reported this 
year compared to 74 last year. Thirteen 
of this year’s, the largest number, per- 
tain to the Richardson Case. - 

Important ad interim committee re- 
ports are docketed for the Assembly’s 
action Saturday morning at 10:00: on 
the reorganization of the Assembly’s 


cally contiguous), select their represen- agencies, and the other report on the 


tatives on the various committees. 


(Continued on next page.) 











He Has a Prayer for Presbyterianism 


1IS YEAR’S fraternal delegate from 

the Presbyterian, USA, Assembly 

to the US Assembly at Montreat 
will be no stranger. In fact, it was only 
a few years ago that he brought the 
greetings from his church in such a 
moving way that the Assembly arose 
and cheered him in unprecedented 
fashion. 

In that Assembly Harrison Ray An- 
derson, of the Fourth church, Chicago, 
made no direct appeal for a union of 
the churches. Rather, he simply told 
the story of his own life and that of 
his ancestors from the Buffalo church 
near Greensboro, N. C. He told how 
one day in his study in Wichita, Kan- 
sas, he discovered that it was his great- 
grandfather, Dr. W. C. Anderson, who 
had offered the minority report upon 
the Gardiner Spring Resolution which 
the General Assembly of 1861 finally 
adopted. Then and there, he said, he 
got down on his knees and asked God to 
use him to help heal the division caused 
by his great-grandfather’s motion. 


Southern Commissioners Weren't There 


If the southern commissioners had 
been present, Ray Anderson’s great- 
grandfather’s motion would have been 
defeated, but they weren’t, and the divi- 
sion came. And since that day he made 
his discovery back in Wichita, Ray An- 
derson has done what he could to keep 
true to his dedication. 

This leading USA minister did not 
start out to be a preacher. He was 
trained as an engineer at Kansas State 
College and was broken into his pro- 
fession in constructing the Los Angeles 
aqueduct. By 1917, however, he was 
found among the graduates at McCor- 
mick Seminary. Then came a pastorate 
in Ellsworth, Kan., before Wichita, and 
later the Fourth church in Chicago, 
where he has been for 20 years. 

Ray Anderson’s roots are deep in the 
history of Southern Presbyterianism. 
Since one John Anderson was ordained 
by Orange Presbytery in 1799 and minis- 
tered in North and South Carolina there 
has been, almost continually, one and 
sometimes two Presbyterian ministers 
in his family. These men have followed 
the frontier as educators and pastors. 

An army chaplaincy during World 
War I broke into Ray Anderson’s pas- 
toral experience. During that time he 
was blinded by mustard gas in the 
Argonne Battle, he was hospitalized in 
Verdun and finally was able to finish out 
the war with his regiment. Decorations 
for valor under fire were, of course, 
to be expected. 


For Christ and a United Church 


In the USA church Ray Anderson is 
highly honored. He has been vice- 
moderator of a General Assembly; he 
has served in the Department of Church 
Cooperation and Union for many years 
and on the drafting committee working 
on a Plan of Reunion. Last summer he 
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HARRISON RAY ANDERSON 
He hopes he’s a progressive. 


was sent to Geneva to the meeting of 
the World Alliance of Presbyterianism 
and to Amsterdam as an alternate to the 
World Council of Churches. But when 
you pin him down, he will admit that 
second only to his desire to be a good 
minister of Jesus Christ is his passion 
to see the entire Presbyterian and Re- 
formed church in America a more ade- 
quate instrument in the service of 
Christ. 
An Evangelistic Ministry 

Ray Anderson is intensely evangelis- 
tic. People say of him that he is in- 
terested in catching men for Christ in 
the fall and winter and spring. (Records 
at Wichita show that more than 1,700 
came into the church in the seven years 
of his ministry, while at his present 
church more than 4,400 have been re- 
ceived through personal evangelism in 
the past 20 years.) Friends then say that 
in the summer time Ray Anderson takes 
off for the mountains, where he spends 
his days with his Bible and commentary 
and his evenings fishing for trout. There, 
in a Home Missions Larger Parish, a 
church has been developed with the 
backing of Fourth, Chicago, which now 





T. B. McBRIDE | 


Associate Reformed, Anderson, S. C. 


has a full-time pastor and about 209 
children in the congregation. 

During the war the Session of the 
Chicago church, under Ray Anderson’s 
leadership, welcomed the Japanese 
Christians of their city into their 
church. Now they have a self-support- 
ing Japanese church of more than 159 
members which worships in the chapel, 


Still Southern Ties 


In the Anderson family are two sons, 
both Navy pilots during the war, now in 
college. A daughter with her husband 
and two Anderson grandchildren live in 
the South. This, the Andersons think, 
is another reason for their interest in a 
reunion of the churches. 

What kind of label does this man 
wear—if label must be given? Well, he 
has not been marked off in one extreme 
camp or another. Once he described 
himself as being a conservative with 
a troubled conscience—‘which makes 
me,’ he said, ‘“‘a progressive—I hope.” 

Ray Anderson will find at the Assem- 
bly at Montreat a warm, cordial wel- 
come which he and his wife will 
genuinely reciprocate. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY ISSUES 
(Continued from page 5.) 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 

Always of particular interest, the re- 
port on inter-church relations is sched- 
uled to follow the report on judicial 
business before noon Monday. The 
Richardson Case is expected to be con- 
sidered by the committee on judicial 
business. 

With such a heavy docket and with 
an increasing number of scheduled 
‘“popular’’ meetings in the interest of 
Assembly causes, the Stated Clerk, E. 
C. Scott, and other long-time attendants 
at the Assembly look for the necessity 
of a concluding session on Wednesday. 








ps 


ROBERT M. KARR 
United Presbyterian delegate. 


Fraternal Delegates to the Assembly 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Missionary leader tells of preparations being made by 


church and civil institutions in the face of Communist gains 


As the ‘‘Liberation”’ Progresses in China 


N COMMUNIST LANGUAGE, China 

is being progressively “liberated’’ 

from the feudalistic control of the 
National Government and the imperial- 
ism of the United States. 

Nanking received its Communist ‘‘lib- 
eration’ on April 24, just twenty-two 
years and one month after its capture 
by the revolutionary armies of Chiang 
Kai-shek that swept the Kuomintang 
into power. This is not a long dynasty 
compared with others in China’s four 
thousand years of history. Many Chi- 
nese think the Communist dynasty will 
enjoy an even shorter span of life. China 
will retain influences of both regimes 
but some day will find a way of political 
and economic organization better than 
either Kuomintang or Communism of- 
fers. 

On Easter Sunday, April 17, I preached 
at a Chinese church in Nanking, listened 
to a sacred concert presented by church 
choirs of the city, and attended a com- 
munity Easter service at which Ambas- 
sador J. Leighton Stuart gave an in- 
spiring message for a time of crisis. Am- 
bassadors and other officials of several 
nationalities were present, fifty or more 
missionaries and a large body of Eng- 
lish-speaking Chinese. The day before 
I had accompanied thirty teachers and 
students on an all-day trip to Shunh- 
wachen, 15 miles southeast of Nanking, 
where the rural training center of Nan- 
king Theological Seminary is located. 
The countryside was lovely with fresh 
colors and fragrances of spring, and the 
people of the villages seemed more 
friendly than ever. A large farmers’ in- 
stitute was being held at the training 
center. We inspected new agricultural 
improvement and irrigation projects pro- 
moted by the seminary’s rural depart- 
ment, and admired the fine church build- 
ing recently erected for the most part 
with member contributions of money 
and labor. 


A Fateful Week 


After three years of rehabilitation 
Christian churches and institutions in 
the great walled capital and its environs 
seemed ready for a new advance. But 
Easter Sunday also ushered in one of 
the most fateful weeks in modern Chi- 
hese history. In what other week has 
80 much of terrific import to China and 
the world happened! Imperious Red de- 
mands for virtual surrender, a 72-hour 
ultimatum, rejection of the terms by the 
Nationalist side, a swift crossing of the 
mile-wide Yangtze, the last flight of Gov- 


—_ 


*Dr. and Mrs. Price are located in 
Shanghai. Since returning from fur- 
lough last year, he has been on the staff 
of the Church of Christ in China. 
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ernment Officials, and the Communist oc- 
cupation of Nanking, all within seven 
days. Behind the smoke screen of peace 
discussions the Communists have been 
making the most thorough-going pre- 
parations for conquest of all China. 

Strangely there is less panic observ- 
able than when the Red armies drove to- 
ward the Yangtze river last November. 
The minds of the people have become 
more adjusted to the idea of radical 
revolution, reports from ‘“liberated’’ 
areas have aroused hopes of more mod- 
erate policies than formerly anticipated 
and of improved living conditions for 
certain classes of the population. 
Smaller numbers are evacuating threat- 
ened areas than half a year ago. A dis- 
tinct sense of relief is felt when the 
long period of strain and uncertainty is 
over, no matter what fresh difficulties 
and problems the new administration 
may bring. 

The reprieve of a few months has 
given liberal, democratic groups and 
Christian churches more time in which 
to prepare for drastically different con- 
ditions. They will keep their balance 
and not be swept off their feet as they 
might have been half a year ago. I 
observe many evidences of mature 
thinking and steady courage to meet the 
oncoming challenges. Thoughtful Chi- 
nese are more and more aware of the 
importance of civil liberties, denied to 
some extent under the Kuomintang and 
even more severely restricted in Com- 
munist territory. Christian churches 
and institutions are being driven to a 
larger social concern. There is more 
emphasis upon labor, production and co- 
operative activity in educational and 
service programs of the church. Earnest 
efforts are being made to root Christian- 
ity more deeply in home and family life 
and in the daily work and witness of lay 
Christians. 


Behind the “Bamboo Curtain” 


Our North Kiangsu mission field has 
been behind the ‘‘bamboo curtain’ for 
some time. This curtain is now advanc- 
ing southward. Messages of various 
kinds have come from Chinese fellow- 
workers and from four fellow-mission- 
aries north of the River: the R. P. Rich- 
ardsons, Dr. Henry Nelson, and Edward 
S. Currie. The revived civil war has 
now cut communications between Shang- 
hai and our mission stations south of 
the River. But news will filter through. 
Word has just come that our church per- 
sonnel and property at Kiangyin are 
safe. 

During the past months I have visited 


our mission work at Nanking, Chin- 
kiang, Kiangyin, Soochow, Kashing and 
Hangchow. I have been greatly heart- 
ened by the faith and fortitude of our 
Chinese and missionary friends as they 
awaited the storm. The best way, they 
felt, to yin pien—to meet the change— 
was by doing their appointed work as 
well and as long as possible. Every- 
where I could see evidences of church 
progress since V-J Day, in material 
building and in all phases of the Christ- 
tian enterprise. I looked at several new 
church buildings; one rural church, for 
example, at Zang-zei in Kiangyin Pres- 
bytery, seating 500, was paid for in large 
part by the 150 Christians themselves. 
The congregation matched $700 from 
the Program of Progress Fund with four 
times that amount in value of rice con- 
tributed. In Shanghai, a new church in 
which our mission is especially inter- 
ested, aiming to reach Mandarin-speak- 
ing people, was formally organized last 
Sunday, a pastor installed and new el- 
ders and deacons ordained 
Twenty-eight adult missionaries of 
our church are still on the mainland of 
China: 8 in Shanghai, 2 in Tsingtao, 1 
in Foochow, and the others in inland 
stations under or about to be under 
Communist rule. Besides these five are 


engaged in missionary work on the 
nearby island of Formosa (Taiwan). 
Three stations—Chinkiang, Kiangyin 


and Hangchow—are staffed by women 
missionaries only and what a noble 
group these six single women are! Our 
mission is well represented among the 
thousand and more Protestant mission- 
aries who have decided to remain, come 
what may. 


Obstruction Is Certain 


What will happen to Christian work 
under a Red government we cannot 
clearly foresee. News from already ‘‘lib- 
erated’”’ areas indicates no uniform pat- 
tern; however, we can be sure of ob- 
structions and restrictions. We do not 
anticipate violent attacks against mis- 
sionaries or Chinese Christian leaders 
but rather frustrations and persecutions 
that may be more difficult to endure. We 
are also sure that new doors of witness 
and service will open and then when the 
inevitable day of disillusionment sets in 
Christianity will enter upon a period of 
supreme opportunity. 

Will our churches, our Christian insti- 
tutions, our fellow-Christians rise to the 
emergency and show a strength beyond 
their own? I have a greater confidence 
after this recent trip. I saw Nankipg 
Seminary and Women’s Bible Training 
School carrying on with reduced enroll- 
ments but with splendid spirit. I visited 
the Goldsby King Memorial Hospital at 
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Chinkiang where nearly one hundred 
beds on the average are occupied and 
three hundred out-patients are treated 
every day. The Rev. Martin A. Hop- 
kins stayed with the teachers and stu- 
dents of North China Theological Semi- 
nary, now at Wusih, through the “turn- 
over.’”’ In place of ruins and rubble that 
we saw in 1945 at Kiangyin is now an 
attractive well-used mission plant— 
boys’ and girls’ middle schools, primary 
school, Bible School, hospital, resi- 
dences, and plans for a new sanctuary. 
During my visit special evangelistic 
meetings were going on with scores of 
decisions for Christ although the evan- 
gelist said once and again, ‘‘Consider 
carefully your decision; it may mean 
persecution or martyrdom.” 


Planning For the Future 


At the same time that the Commu- 
nists troops were crossing the Yangtze, 
Dr. Lancaster and I met with the board 
of managers of the Christian Hospital 
and Christian High School at Kashing 
to plan for the future. Dr. Joseph L. 
Wilkerson is now superintendent of the 
hospital and Dr. T. C. Hsiang, a fine 
Christian physician who was born near 
Kashing, assistant superintendent. The 
hospital has been put in good repair and 
is excellently equipped; it should be able 
to continue its service to a wide com- 
munity even under a new political re- 
gime. Kashing High School, under the 
dynamic leadership of William Koo, has 
enrolled 582 students this year. Two- 
thirds of the teachers and twenty per 
cent of the students are Christians. Spe- 
cial contributions from McCallie High 
School have provided scholarship aid for 
more than seventy poor students. 

Two weeks ago the lay training cen- 
ter at Soochow, sponsored by Kiangnan 
and Chekiang Synods and the Northern 
and Southern Presbyterian Missions, was 
in the midst of a vigorous program, The 
executive committee of the newly or- 
ganized Christian Service Union of East 
China met there to formulate far-reach- 
ing plans of rural church extension for 
all denominations in this area. Our mis- 
sion would have taken an important 
place in this new venture. Even yet we 
hope that plans may be carried out and 
that we may demonstrate to the Com- 
munists our profound sympathy with 
China’s farmers and our desire to give 
them more abundant life. 

Three Sundays ago I was at Hang- 
chow, preaching at Hangchow Univer- 
sity, Cheeloo University, the Christian 
Fellowship of the Provincial University, 
and the English service of missionaries. 
Hangchow University—our Presbyterian 
University in China—-has been finally 
restored both in its physical plant and 
equipment and in its educational and re- 
ligious program, under the capable di- 
rection of President Baen Lee. The en- 
gineering college is now the equal of any 
in China. Over nine hundred students, 
about the size of the Davidson College 
student body, have been enrolled this 


year. One hundred students were re- 
ceived last year into the membership of 
the college church. Union Girls’ School, 
in which our mission has a share, is 
recognized as the outstanding girls’ 
school in the Hangchow region. Miss 
Frances Stribling gave me encouraging 
reports of recent developments in both 
city and country churches. 

Soochow was “liberated” on April 26. 
Communist troops are almost at the 
gates of Kashing and Hangchow, south 
of Shanghai, Shanghai itself is now by- 
passed but will certainly be drawn into 
the Communist sphere in a few days or 
a few weeks. Because of the complexi- 
ties of municipal administration in a 
city of six million the Reds might well 
want to delay their entry until they are 
surer of their control throughout this 
area. A long blockade might result in 
critical shortage of food. 


Diplomats and Children 


Seventy-three year-old Ambassador 
Stuart, with whom [| had long talks two 
weeks ago, is now isolated in Nanking, 
and subjected to unexvected annoyances 
and embarrassments. Twelve-year-o!d 





Fred Minter, studying at Shanghaj 
American School and separated from the 
rest of his family at Soochow, will gajj 
next week to enter school in the United 
States. So the revolution affects all, di- 
plomats and missionary children, old 
and young. 

Yesterday we were cheered by a radio. 
gram from America, ‘‘We are praying 
for you.”’ Yes, pray for us, pray that we 
and our Chinese brothers and sisterg 
may have the faith and hopefulnegs of 
that English Christian three hundred 
years ago, about whom it was written: 


“In the year 1653 

When all things sacred 
Were throughout the nation 
Either demolished or profaned, 
Sir Robert Shirley, Barone 
Builded this church; 


Whose singular praise it was 
To have done the best things 
In the worst times 
And to have hoped them 
In the most calamitous.” 
(Inscription on the cornerstone of a 
chapel in Leistershire.) 


From the Docket of the 
89th General Assembly 


Thursday, May 26 


7:30 P. M. Opening sermon by the retir- 
ing moderator, C. Darby Fulton, followed 
by the election of the new moderator and 
organization of the Assembly. 


Friday, May 27 


8:30 A. M. Communications and over- 
tures referred. Sections meet to erect 
committees. 10:00—Worship. Followed 
by the address of W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. 


Reports of executive and permanent 
committees will be presented up until 
3:30 P. M., when standing committees will 


have their first meeting. 
5:45—Elders’ banquet. Dr. Van Meter, 


speaker. 





&8:00—Popular meeting on Stewardship: 
Mr. Burney. 


Saturday, May 28 


8:30 A. M. Completion of Friday’s docket. 


10:00—Worship. Followed by ad interim 
committee report on Assembly Agencies; 
followed by ad interim report on Minis- 
ters’ Annuity Fund, 


Selection of place of next Assembly. 
3:00—Standing committees meet. 


7:30—Christian education popular meet- 
ing: Dr. Lewis. 


Sunday, May 29 
11:00—Worship. Sermon: Dr. Alexander. 
4:00—Home Missions popular meeting. 


7:30—Religious Education popular meet- 
ing: Dr. Sherrill. 


Monday, May 30 


8:30 A. M. Addresses by fraternal dele- 
gates. Followed by Standing Committee 
reports: Bills and Overtures, 

10:00—Worship. Followed by Judicial 
Business, Inter-Church Relations, Stew- 
ardship. 

2:00—Evangelism popular meeting. 

3:00—Overseas relief: Dr. Broyles, fol- 
lowed by Standing Committee Reports on 
Foreign Missions; Home Missions; Chris- 
tian Education and Ministerial Rellef; 
Finance, Budget and Rules. 

7:30—Foreign missions popular meeting: 
Dr. Bradley, Dr. Jones. 


Tuesday, May 31 


8:30 A. M. Standing Committees: Evan- 
gelism: Radio; Religious Education and 
Publication. 

10:00—Worship. Followed by an ad- 
dress by Marcel Pradervand, Geneva, 

Standing Committees: Christian Rela- 
tions; Negro Work; Montreat:; Historical 
Foundation. 

2:00—Negro Work popular meeting: Mr. 
Bottoms. Followed by standing commit- 
tees: Minister and His Work; Assembly's 
Training School; Woman's Work; Over- 
seas Relief. 

7:30—Reports: Bible 
Theological Seminaries. 


Society, Sabbath, 


Wednesday, June 1 


8:30 A. M. Continuation of docket from 
whatever point reached Tuesday evening 
until adjournment. (The 1948 Assembly 
continued until shortly after noon Wed- 
nesday. The Stated Clerk says, “It is very 
likely that there will be considerable un- 
finished business to be transacted Wed- 
nesday morning.”) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





at M 
hg bi 
head¢ 


tiona 
be c 
sched 
to mi 
natio 
April 
of tl 





Seek 


Sines 
cente 
final 
Buck 
Syno 
ica, 
Gene 
24; 
Chur 
nal | 
mon 
ereat 
Si 
held 
Coun 
stage 
was, 
spon 
Cour 
sum! 


of | 
this 
whos 
the ‘ 


190¢ 
for | 
{Pre 
of L 
univ 
in 1 
Back 
Ame 


MA 





1 


ww 


im 
ng 
ly 
d- 
ry 
ne 
d- 


tal 








“Chief Fisher” of the World Council 


ary of the general secretary of the 

World Council of Churches will be 
at Montreat, N. C., May 27. Next day 
he begins his return to the Council’s 
headquarters office in Geneva. 

w. A. Visser 't Hooft, the interna- 
tionally known Dutch churchman, will 
be completing a wearying six-weeks 
schedule of meetings, sermons, speeches 
to many different councils and denomi- 
national assemblies which began on 
April 21 when he talked to the editors 
of the religious press in Washington. 


L*= ENGAGEMENT in the itiner- 





W. A. VISSER ’T HOOFT 
Seeks lessening of corroding tensions. 


Since that time he has been to many 
centers of the U. S. and Canada. His 
final week, for example, will find him at 
Buck Hill Falls, Pa., at the General 
Synod of the Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica, May 23; the Presbyterian, USA, 
General Assembly, Buffalo, N. Y., May 
24; the Rochester, N. Y., Council of 
Churches, May 24; the National Frater- 
nal Council of Negro Churches, Rich- 
mond, Va., May 25, and then to Mon- 
ereat on the 27th. ra 

Since 1938 Dr. Visser ’t Hooft has 
held the leading staff post in the World 
Council—even during its provisional 
Stages. In fact, it was this man who 
was, perhaps more than any other, re- 
sponsible for the organization of the 
Council at the Amsterdam Assembly last 
summer. 

People have pointed to the propriety 
of having a man at the head of 
this worldwide evangelistic organization 
whose family name in the Dutch means 
the ‘head or chief fisher.” 

Born in Haarlem, the Netherland, in 
1900, W. A. Visser ’t Hooft prepared 
for his ministry in the Dutch Reformed 
{Presbyterian] Church at the University 
of Leiden. His doctor’s thesis at that 
university followed a visit to the U. S. 
in 1923-24 and was on the topic, “The 
Background of the Social Gospel in 
America.”’ 


MAY 30, 1949 


Next Dr. Visser ’t Hooft worked with 
the Y. M. C. A. and became general sec- 
retary of the World Student Christian 
Federation. He took an active role in 
the ecumenical conference in 1937 at 
Oxford and Edinburgh which led to the 
provisional formation of the World 
Council at Utrecht, the Netherlands, in 
1938. 


Kept Contacts 


During the war years, under Dr. Vis- 
ser ’t Hooft’s leadership, the Council es- 
tablished a unique network of contact 
between church groups on both sides of 
the battlelines—much of it underground 
—which enabled churchmen of victor 
and vanquished nations to set up a pro- 
gram of interchurch aid and cooperation 
within eight months after the end of 
European hostilities. It took three years 
to set up a comparable program after 
World War I. 


Chichester Meeting 


Now the Council secretary is announc- 
ing a meeting at Chichester, England, 
July 9-15, when more than 70 members 
of the Central Committee of the Coun- 
cil will meet “to put into action on a 


world scale the principles established by 
the Amsterdam Assembly.” 


At that time, says Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, 
the delegates will be called upon to state 
what their member churches expect of 
the newly-formed Council, particularly 
in the field of international relations. 

“Churches throughout the world have 
been deeply affected by the East-West 
cleavage and restrictions of religious lib- 
erty,’’ he says, “‘At Chichester we must 
strive to discover some common lines of 
action that will lessen these corroding 
tensions.’’ 

The Central Committee plans to in- 
augurate a study of ‘Christian Action 
in a Secular Society.”’ 

“This study,’’ says the secretary, ‘‘will 
revolve around the key concept—The 
Responsible Society—a community of 
persons responsible to God and to each 
other. What are the principles of such 
a society and how can it be achieved?”’ 

The Central Committee will also re- 
ceive reports from study commissions 
on ‘“‘Evangelism in Modern Mass Socie- 
ty’? and on ‘‘the Biblical Message to the 
Modern World.’ These study commis- 
sions will meet at Oxford, England, June 
29-July 5. 


Heads Presbyterian Alliance 


Delegates to last summer’s meeting of 
the World Presbyterian Alliance in Ge- 
neva felt that the Alliance was taking on 
new life. (Before we go further let us 
say that the complete and correct name 
of this organization is the Alliance of 
Reformed Churches Holding the Presby- 
terian System.) 


This hope was further kindled by the 
appointment of Marcel Pradervand as 
executive secretary of the Alliance. 

At the time of his appointment, Mr. 
Pradervand was on the staff of the De- 
partment of Reconstruction of the World 
Counci) of Churches in Geneva, with spe- 
cial responsibility for administration of 
reconstruction and relief in France, Bal- 
gium, Italy and Luxembourg. 

This 43-year-old Presbyterian leader 
was born in Payerne (Canton of Vaud) 
in the French-speaking part of Switzer- 
land. He received his early education in 
his native town, studying later at the 
University of Lausanne, Switzerland. At 
Lausanne he received the bachelor’s de- 
gree in 1928. He went from there to 
the University of Basel and later to the 
University of Berlin. In the summer of 
1929 he became assistant pastor of the 
Swiss church in London, where he re- 
mained for three years. 

Returning to Switzerland, he became 
pastor of a country parish, in which ca- 
pacity he continued until 1938 when he 
was recalled to the Swiss Church in 
London as its pastor. He served there 


until 1947 when he joined the staff of 
the World Council. 

Mr. Pradervand,:the first executive 
secretary the Presbyterian Alliance has 
ever had, is spending some weeks in this 
country, getting acquainted with the 
Presbyterian family here and attending 
various national denominational meet- 
ings, 

He is scheduled to speak before the 
89th Presbyterian, US, Assembly at Mon- 
treat Tuesday morning, May 31. 





MARCEL PRADERVAND 
Gets acquainted with Presbyterians. 
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REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 





Radio Opportunity Grows 


Presbyterian Radio has had an exten- 
sive development, according to this 
year’s report to the Assembly. The 
mid-summer and mid-winter series on 
the Presbyterian Hour were carried over 
70 stations. “Presbyterian Laymen 
Speak”’ was heard over 130 stations. 
There were 2,769 individual station pro- 
grams produced by the committee over 
more than 200 stations. Value of the 
time given is estimated at more than 
$80,000. 

The transcribed Presbyterian Hour of 
last summer, it is reported, was the most 
popular up to that time, with the largest 
number of requests for messages. 

The agencies of the church would 
greatly benefit by an increasing use of 
radio and transcriptions, the committee 
declares. 

The Protestant Radio Center in At- 
lanta, in process of development for two 
years or more, has become a reality. The 
Presbyterian committee needs an addi- 
‘ tional $3,900 for its full participation 
in this effort—by October 1. Agnes 
Scott College is providing the space 
where studios are being established in 
Presser Hall, the music building. This, 
however, is not a permanent arrange- 
ment. Full use of this new center is 
expected to offer many advantages. 


Transcriptions Are Popular 


Many requests for transcriptions are 
reported by the committee. One effort 
projected is for a series of evangelistic 
hymns in Portugese. These will be used 
on a sound truck in the Brazilian work, 
The Evangelism committee intends to 
produce a set of transcriptions on 
methods of visitation evangelism. A li- 
brary of hymns entitled ‘‘The Gospel in 
Song,” is being developed. These are 
complete devotional programs. Various 
other transcribed helps are being 
planned for ministers to use on local 
stations. 

Also planned are radio institutes and 
workshops at the new radio center. 

The Protestant Radio Commission, it 
is reported, will become the radio de- 
partment of the now-forming National 
Council of Churches. This agency will 
promote radio and television programs 
in the interest of all cooperating Prot- 
estant groups. 

Radio committees in presbyteries and 
synods are urged to promote all coopera- 
tive religious radio programs in which 
the Presbyterian Church, US, takes part 
on national, regional and local levels. 

Radio receipts by the Atlanta agency 
last year were $41,289; an increase over 
the year before of $9,973. The com- 
mittee points out that “an Assembly 
cause that is not in the Program of 
Progress and that does not have a spe- 
cial season with a special offering never 
gets the sum assigned.’”’ This fact, it 
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says, caused the 1947-48 deficit. 

Opportunities facing the committee, it 
feels, ought to be met. A greater as- 
surance in financing on an adequate ba- 
sis, it says, is essential. 


Fewer Members Received 


Not as many members are reported 
by the Assembly’s Evangelism commit- 
tee as received into the church on pro- 
fession of faith as have been reported 
in other years, It is explained that, for 
one thing, there was 
nu Easter Sunday 


within the church 
year—the day of 
largest ingathering. 
Actual numbers of 


additions will not be 
available until the re- 
port is presented at 
; . the Assembly. 
H. H. Thompson Visitation evangel- 
Secretary ism has been prac- 
ticed during the year with greater suc- 
cess by more churches than heretofore. 
Laymen are awakening to their respon- 
sibility in this service, the committee 
says, 

Every church is urged to plan a defi- 
nite program of evangelism during the 
present year, emphasizing visitation 
evangelism and other types. 

The church is being asked to unite 
enthusiastically with the other Prot- 
estant denominations in the United 
Evangelistic Advance planned for Oc- 
tober of this year and continuing 
through 1950. 

Presbytery committees are asked to 
check periodically with each church 
within the presbytery on its progress in 
evangelism during the year. 

Receipts for this committee’s work 
during the year are reported at $21,305, 
an increase of $4,857 over the year be- 
fore. 


Resolutions on Unity 


Each denomination in the Presbyte- 
rian World Alliance is being asked to 
consider certain ‘‘resolutions on unity,’’ 
based on a statement made by the Gen- 
eral Council of the Alliance last sum- 
mer at Geneva. The resolutions which 
will come before the Presbyterian, US, 
Assembly are as follows: 


“This General Council of the Alliance, 
confessing our faith in Jesus Christ our 
Lord and in the Church of which he 
is the sole Head, believes the Church to 
be one because Christ is one. This one- 
ness for which our Savior prayed is 
broken and we believe it to be our Lord’s 
will that the Church’s unity be restored. 

“We believe that for most of our 
Reformed and Presbyterian Churches 
the natural step in reunion should be 
with each other. We long for a re- 
union which will bring all Churches 
closer to Christ and to each other and 
thus make his Church more effective in 
the salvation of men. 

“In this belief we find ourselves in 








a fellowship of prayer and love and 
service to the end that our Lord’s wil] 
may be done in his Church on earth ag 
it is done in heaven. 

“Without seeking to interfere with 
the rights of member Churches, the A]- 
liance earnestly prays that wherever pos- 
sible action be taken to restore this 
broken unity and thus fulfill our Lord’s 
desire.”’ 


More Generous Giving Noted 


The Stewardship Committee’s report 
to the General Assembly tells of gener- 
ous giving and increased resources of 
the various agencies of the church. It 
views ‘“‘with real regret the unwilling- 
ness of a few of our 
groups to accept the 
moderate quota as- 
signed for Assembly’s 
causes.”’ 


New efforts like 
Radio and Negro 
Work, which last year 
were experiencing dif- 
ficulties, are reported 
as in better financial 
condition. The second 
year of the Program of Progress shows 
gains over the first year. During the 
year, for purposes of computation, the 
base line of giving to the causes of the 
Assembly in 1946-47 was established. 


J. G. Patton 
Secretary 


Protests Tax Form 


The committee expresses its displeas- 
ure at the income tax form which lumps 
together contributions to religious, edu- 
cational and charitable organizations 
and payments of interest on debts, taxes, 
etc. The “standard deduction,” it says, 
tends to discourage the making of con- 
tributions. 

A total budget for Assembly causes 
amounting to $4,000,000 is recom- 
mended for 1950-51, a per capita of 
$6.00, or 11 cents per member per week. 

Montreat is commended to the con- 
tinuing generosity of the church and 
the Assembly is asked to give special 
emphasis to the 75th anniversary of 
Stillman College in 1951. 

In view of the giving of thousands 
of dollars annually by Presbyterian 
groups to “projects outside the church 
while some causes within the church suf- 
fer from insufficient support,” the Stew- 
ardship Committee asks pastors and Ses- 
sions to urge the support of specific pro- 
jects ‘within our own church program 
of work.” 

Sesssions are asked to consider the 
establishment of local church planning 
committees. 

The committee reports ‘a revival of 
the tithe which is taking place in our 
church, due to the emphasis of 
the Program of Progress and a new 
sense of stewardship.” 


Assembly Causes Slighted 
A study of the giving of the church 
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over twenty years shows a slackening of 
interest in the causes of the Assembly. 
Such a trend, if continued, the report 
says, ‘Will disrupt the entire work of the 
General Assembly.” 

Offices of the Stewardship Committee, 
it is reported, have been moved recently 
from Atlanta to 324 Church' Street, De- 
catur, Ga. 

The committee on planning has sched- 
uled the following: 

“Lift Up Your Eyes,” the Religious 
Education Re-Study report for Septem- 
ber. 

“Missions at the Grass Roots,’ Home 
Missions for October. 

“Japan Begins Again,” etc., Foreign 
Missions for January. 


Transfer from Assembly Treasury 


According to the report of the As- 
sembly’s stated clerk and treasurer, E. 
C. Scott, the Assembly’s treasury ended 
the church year with a deficit of $5,- 
887. The total budget now is $74,754. 

Available for expenses of the Assem- 
bly’s office and work for this year is 
approximately $75,000—$10,000 more 
than last year. But there is a larger 
budget, estimated by the treasurer at 
$80,000. This includes more than $10,- 
000 which the Assembly must provide 
for the Western Section of the Presby- 
terian Alliance, the World Council of 
Churches, the Federal Council, and the 
Lord’s Day Alliance. 

The treasurer now asks that this sum 
be provided additionally for the Stew- 
ardship Committee and that it be direct- 
ed to .nake the respective payments, 
thus leaving the Assembly’s treasury to 
operate in balance, 

Dr. Scott expresses the opinion that 
the new Ministerial Directory, now being 
compiled, may go to press by the last 
of this year. 


W. 0. C. Report 262,172 Members 


Women of the Church report a mem- 
bership of 262,172 in 2,830 organiza- 
tions. Detailed descriptions of the va- 
rious observances of the emphases of the 
church calendar and use of the church’s 
promotional and edu- 
cational material are 
listed in the report to 
the Assembly. Last 
year’s, birthday gift 
amounted to $136,- 
662, with Montreat 
receiving $40,000 and 
the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School the rest. 
Miss McGaughey $25,000 goes to the 

Secretary Of this year’s gift 
American Bible Society and the rest to 
the missionary effort in Brazil. 

The women gave in their special of- 
ferings last year $2,616,812. They re- 
port a total of 8,320 circles, 

The first synodical meeting for Snede- 
cor Memorial Synod will be held at 
Stillman College during this year’s Wo- 
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man’s Training School. Greatly increased 
activity by the Negro women of Snedecor 
Synod is reported. 

The going of Mrs. W. Murdoch Mac- 
Leod from the staff of the Woman’s 
Work Committee to become executive 
secretary of the United Council of 
Church Women is reported. And the ap- 
pointment of Mrs. John L. Parkes to 
succeed Mrs. MacLeod is also announced. 

As was the case last year, the Women 
of the Church have been summoned to 
unite in prayer for the General Assem- 
bly during its meeting. 


R. E. Program Seen as Integral 


For many people the work of the As- 
sembly’s Religious Education Committee 
is being seen for the first time as not a 
thing separate and apart in the church, 
thanks to the united effort in the Pro- 
gram of Progress, 
says the executive 
committee’s annual 
report to the General 
Assembly. 

All agencies, pas- 
tors and congrega- 
tions, the report says, 
have a common cause 
and all have their 
particular part to 
play in the total pro- 


E. D. Grant 


Secretary 
gram, 

Benevolences received by this commit- 
tee marked an all-time high—$229,349, 
almost nine per cent over the year be- 
fore. Economies in the spending budget 
provide a surplus which the committee 
asks to be applied to Program of Pro- 
gress quotas. 

The committee’s business department 
passed the $1,000,000 mark for the first 
time in its history—$4,000 over—for 
a net increase in sales of $103,393. Net 
business earnings for the year were 
$175,401, with a net surplus of $34,930. 
The committee expects its enlarged busi- 
ness facilities made possible by the Pro- 
gram of Progress to yield larger results. 
Expenses of the educational department 
amounted to $124,475, an increase of 
$5,812 over the year before. 


New Building Erected 


A new building has been erected in 
which the committee’s printer is now 
located—nearly two miles from the 8 N. 
6th St. address in Richmond. This will 
enable the committee’s various depart- 
ments to be housed in the same building. 
The Dallas bookstore building, it is in- 
dicated, is no longer adequate and the 
committee points to the possibility of 
an enlarged and modernized structure 
there before the end of next year. It 
also points to the necessity of establish- 
ing another regional branch nearer the 
center of the General Assembly for 
which $200,000 will be needed. 

Certain quarterlies of the committee 
are reported as having been adopted as 
official for the United Presbyterian 
Church, the Reformed Church in 








America, and in the Northern and South- 
ern Provinces of the Moravian Church in 
America. 

Most of the annual report deals with 
the widely-discussed Re-Study of Reli- 
gious Education. It is spoken of as ‘“‘a 
milestone in our church’s educational 
development from which our progress 
will undoubtedly be dated for many 
years to come.”’ Dr. Sherrill, who di- 
rected the study, is to address the As- 
sembly on this subject. Both Dr. Sher- 
rill’s new book, “Lift Up Your Byes,” 
and the other major work on the Re- 
Study, “The Church and Community 
in the South,” have been published by 
John Knox Press. 

Recommendations offered by the Re- 
Study committee are being followed as 
rapidly as possible, according to the re- 
port. 

More and More Children 


Statistics are quoted from the depart- 
ment of children’s work, based on the 
birth rate within Presbyterian, US, ter- 
ritory, to indicate that ‘‘beginning this 
year with children of Nursery Class age 
(three years old) and continuing in suc- 
cessive waves for at least the next six 
years, we will have the greatest number 
of prospects for enrollment in our chil- 
dren’s departments in the history of our 
church.” 

The youth department reports, among 
other things, a mounting interest in 
caravans. By next summer it is antici- 
pated that most synods will conduct such 
caravan programs. The Youth Conven- 
tion on the World Mission of the Church 
is scheduled for December 28-31, 1950. 

Men’s work stresses the convention to 
be held in Atlanta next November 4-6 
when 5,000 men are expected to attend. 


More Than 50,000 Students 

Student work (a 
joint committee with 
Christian education) 
reports that there 
were more than 50,- 
000 Presbyterian stu- 
dents in Southern col- 
leges in 1948-- 
10.75% of the enroll- 
ment; and that there 
SG. Gostieents are approximately 2,- 

Student Work 5¢€0 Presbyterian pro- 
fessors. The report underscores the 
need for more student workers at these 
institutions. 

The publication department reports 
sales of 19,444,307 copies of the various 
lesson helps including a gross periodical 
circulation of 5,478,873. 

As requested by the last Assembly, the 
committee offers a detailed list of find- 
ings with reference to weekday religious 
education in the public schools. It urges 
continued collaboration where local 
boards completely approve; full com- 
pliance with all laws; alternative ways 
to continue weekday instruction where 
schools are not available; and strength- 
ening of home and church efforts in 
Christian nurture, 
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Foreign Missions Challenge 


In the Foreign Missions report to the 
General Assembly for this year the pres- 
ent world situation, all things consid- 
ered, is called ‘“‘encouraging.’’ World un- 
rest and uneasiness are in focal centers 
of the picture but 
even so the oppor- 
tunities are regarded 
as unprecedented. 


Exact figures on 
the number of per- 
sons added to 
churches in mission 
areas are not obtain- 
able—from China, 
C. Darby Fulton Japan and Korea, but 





Secretary leaving those out 
there were 6,641 additions in other 
fields. 


Regular receipts for the year were 
$1,399,341, or $37,843 less than the 
year before, but Program of Progress 
contributions must be added amounting 
to $620,764. The figure also was $95,- 
000 less than the year before. 

Program of Progress gifts, it is re- 
ported, are now making possible for the 
first time the equipment of missions with 
the buildings and tools needed for their 
activities, 


Work In Cooperation 


An extensive section of the report 


discusses the work done in cooperation 
with other churches and agencies. It is 
said that the executive committee ‘‘con- 
ducts its work on a basis of interdenomi- 
national cooperation . . in a contin- 
uing process of joint-counseling, joint- 
planning, joint administration, and 
joint-action.”” Every area and every 
function, it is said, are set in the context 
of a broad collaboration. 


An intensive mis- 
sionary recruiting 
program is directed 
by Richard T. Gilles- 
pie, candidate secre- 
tary. Last year 37 
ney missionaries 
were added to the 
rolls, while there 
were 29 losses. The 

R. T. Gillespie present missionary 
Candidate Sec’y. force numbers 376, 
which, the report indicates, is far below 
the 516 missionaries in service 20 years 
ago. 

Africa missions received their largest 
number of members last year—4,965. 
The Congo mission with 116 mission- 
aries is now the largest single mission- 
ary activity in the church. The begin- 
ning of state subsidies to Protestant 
as well as Roman Catholic schools in the 
Congo is called significant. There are 
ters and members. (Editorial, p. 15.) 





Barbour is USA Moderator 


By a vote of 616 to 240 Clifford Ed- 
ward Barbour, minister of the Second 
church, Knoxville, Tenn., was elected 
moderator of the Presbyterian, USA, 
General Assembly on the opening day of 
the meeting in Buffalo, N. Y. 

Dr. Barbour was elected over Ralph 
Canfield McAfee, Erie, Pa., minister. 
Last year he was nominated but was 
defeated by Jesse H. Baird by only one 
vote. His presbytery returned him to 
the Assembly this year with its endorse- 
ment for the moderatorship. 

Since 1928 Dr. Barbour has been pas- 
tor of the Knoxville church. Under his 
leadership the church has grown to be 
one of the strong churches of the de- 
nomination. Each Sunday he preaches 
to overflow congregations. He has been 
conspicuous as a pioneer in the field of 
pastoral counseling and has ministered 
to thousands of people in trouble, of all 
classes and races throughout the city of 
Knoxville. He is the author of a book 
entitled, ‘‘Sin and the New Psychology.”’ 

Dr. Barbour has been a leader in stu- 
dent work, preaching and conducting 
religious emphasis programs in many 
schools and colleges. He has been dean 
of the School of Religion at the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee for 16 years. 

In denominational affairs Dr. Barbour 
has been outstanding, serving on the 
Board of Christian Education and as a 
member of the Council on Theological 
Education. 
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Dr. Barbour was born in Pittsburgh 
January 26, 1895. He is a graduate of 
the University of Pittsburgh, Western 
Theological Seminary, and holds the doc- 
tor’s degree from Edinburgh. 

During his ministry in Knoxville he 
has become well acquainted with the 
Presbyterian Church, US, and has many 
friends and admirers among its minis- 
ters and members. 





CLIFFORD E. BARBOUR 
Well-known Knoxville pastor. 








Education and Annuities 


Christian Education and Ministeria] 
Relief, with many _ responsibilities, 
makes its report to the Assembly on 
(1) Christian Education, including the 
ministry, student loan fund, educationa] 

A institutions, scholar- 
ship contest, and 
others (this year the 
student work depart- 
ment reports through 
the Religious Educa- 
tion Committee), (2) 
ministerial relief, and 
(3) the annuity 
funds. 

Wade H. Boggs The continuing 

Secretary need for more minis- 
ters is stressed: last year there were 
665 churches in the denomination with. 
out a pastor; however, the committee 
says, “Little comfort is derived from 
the fact that 565 of these have fewer 
than 100 members.’’ There are 673 
candidates for the ministry, 266 of 
whom are now in seminaries. 

Loans to students now are as much as 
$200 a year with four per cent interest. 
Last year $5,895 was loaned to 33 stu- 
dents. This is in addition to the 130 
candidates for the ministry and mission 
service who received $22,395. 

In its section on the church’s educa- 
tional institutions the committee says, 
“If a college has twice as much endow- 
ment now as it had 15 years ago, the 
probability is that the income from this 
endowment is about the same now as it 
was 15 years ago.”’ 

The challenge fund to synods and 
seminaries, divided on the basis of the 
support of seminaries by synods, went as 
follows: Austin, $3,479; Columbia, $2,- 
706; Union, $2,198; Louisville, $1,617, 


Colleges Are Accredited 


Challenge funds to colleges have 
helped encourage the recent accredita- 
tion by the Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools of Austin, 
King, and Peace. 

Maximum amounts of $40 per month 
went to retired ministers from the re- 
lief fund and $20 per month to widows. 
However, emergency checks were sent 
at least four times during the year. 
There are this year 96 ministers on the 
relief roll compared with 190 in 1941 
when the Ministers’ Annuity Fund was 
inaugurated. However the amount for- 


warded to ministers’ homes from the re 


lief funds amounted to $231,788, com- 
pared to $147,827 in 1941. 

Present assets of the Ministers’ Annu- 
ity Fund amount to $8,634,741. Be 
quests to this fund during the year in- 
cluded $37,500 from the estate of Judge 
J. B. Woods, Lancaster, Ky., $20,000 
from that of Mrs. Lucien Lupton, Wins- 
ton, Va., and $11,700 from that of Mrs. 
C. V. Patterson, Huntington, W. Va. 

Statistics show a gradually decreas- 
ing average retirement age from 71.68 
to 69.47. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





mot 
tire 
tion 
reli 


bly 

par’ 
the 
tha 
of 
chu 
acti 
ow! 
hav 
of t 
pha 
for 

chu 


cor 
fun 
trat 
ser 
92: 





size 
000 
the 


two 
Sou 
citi 
pop 


the 
fror 
the 
sup) 
chu 
and 


35 

chu 
nev 
ing 








Modification Proposed 

The committee offers a temporary 
modification of its rules governing re- 
tirement with the hope that the situa- 
tion of many ministers will be somewhat 
relieved (OUTLOOK, May 9). 

At one point the report of the Assem- 
bly says, ‘““The Presbyterian Church has 
participated in teaching and preaching 
the principles of social justice so well 
that Social Security has become a part 
of the nation’s law. Yet many local 
churches and some church courts are not 
actually practicing, with respect to their 
own employees, the things which they 
have shared in teaching.”’ The benefits 
of the Employees Annuity Fund are em- 
phasized. This is open to membership 
for all non-ministerial employees of the 
church. 

All funds handled by the CE&MR 
committee last year, including invested 
funds, were $11,919,906. The adminis- 
trative, educational and promotional 
service cost amounted to $110,029— 
923%. 


Changing Home Missions Situations 


Home Missions reports ‘‘a year of in- 
creased activity in every department of 
its responsibility.”’ 

In a brief study of “The Changing 
South,” the Committee quotes from 
a business consul- 
tant who calls ‘‘the 
recent Negro exodus 

. one of the big- 
gest population shifts 
in the nation’s his- 
tory. Altogether 1,- 
800,000 Negroes have 
left the region. , 
The Southeast’s white 


C. H. Pritchard population, on _ the 
Secretary other hand, has made 
sizeable gains—tthe net gain of 2,100,- 
000 whites stands in sharp contrast to 
the net loss of 600,000 Negroes. 
Furthermore, it is shown that today 
two out of every three people in the 
Southeastern states are in towns and 
cities whereas 20 years ago half the 
population lived on the farm. 





The committee provides a survey of 
the synods with detailed information 
from every part of the church. During 
the past year, it reports, it aided in the 
support of 507 workers serving 613 
churches, 180 outposts and 12 schools 
and institutional missions. 


In the aid-receiving presbyteries (65) 
35 sent in a report showing 17 new 
churches organized during the years, 67 
hew mission Sunday schools and preach- 
ing points. 


Secretary of Urban Work 


It is expected that the committee will 
soon have a secretary of Urban Church 
Work focusing attention upon the cities 
—‘“the areas of greatest home mission 
opportunity today.” 

Financial receipts were up last year, 
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the total, including Program of Pro- 
gress, amounting to $687,508. 

The Program of Progress, it says, 
seems to have been successful in those 
presbyteries where a real effort was 
made to get the churches and people to 
respond. In whose presbyteries where 
little effort was made little has resulted 
in terms of gifts and quotas. 


Relief Program in Three Parts 


The work of Overseas Relief, as it 
will be reported to the General Assem- 
bly, is seen to be conducted in close co- 
operation with Church World Service 
and the Department of Reconstruction 
of the World Council of Churches. 


Three emphases now mark Church 
World Service: (1) The material aid 
program; (2) The service of Displaced 
Persons; (3) Assistance to the Prot- 
estant churches of Europe. During 1948 
CWS sent 32,918,767 pounds of food and 
clothing valued at more than $10,000,- 
000. Presbyterians, US, last year con- 
tributed 216,000 pounds of food and 
clothing. 


Relief money this year is to be divided 
as follows: Europe and Asia, 80%; 
American Bible Society, 10%; Orphaned 
Missions, 3%; Contingent Fund, 7%. 

The goal of $600,000 and 600,000 
pounds of clothing are set as goals for 
the entire church during the year. 





TO OBTAIN FUND-RAISING INFORMATION 


During this month of May we are directing the following Pres- 
byterian fund-raising campaigns for the objectives listed be- 


low: 


$150,000—First Presbyterian Church, Endicott, N. Y. 


$100,000—Hemphill Presbyterian Church, Fort 


Worth, Texas 


$150,000—-Glen Avon Presbyterian Church, Duluth, 


Minn. 


$350,000—Westminster Foundation, Synod of Okla- 


homa 


$150,000—Mitchell College, Statesville, N. C. 


In addition to the above we are organizing fund-raising cam- 


paigns for more than 15 hospitals, colleges and churches of 


other denominations with objectives ranging from more than 
$1,000,000 to our minimum of $100,000. 


You are invited to discuss with us any questions, problems or 


plans concerning the fund-raising requirements of your church, 


college or other organization in which you are interested. 


WELLS ORGANIZATIONS 





Fund-Raising and (Campaigns 


CLECTRIC BUILDING 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 






WELLS ORGANIZATIONS, Inc. 


Wells, 
WASHINGTON BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Since 1911 the name WELLS has stood for quality Fund-Raising Campaigns - 


“a 
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EDITORIAL 


Many Eyes Are Upon Us 


If you were a Negro in the South— 
or in the East or West (it’s about the 
same)—what church would you join? 

It might be a sobering experience to 
try to think through that choice. It 
might also help us to understand why 
we have so large a proportion of un- 
churched Negroes in our midst and why 
so many of those today who are edu- 
cated and trained do not have a high 
regard for the church. 

Therefore, the response of a Negro 
Baptist ministers conference to the re- 
port of our church’s Christian Relations 
Committee on civil rights (OUTLOOK, 
May 2) may throw some light on the 
question. 

These members in an open letter which 
was carried in the daily press spoke of 
the report as ‘‘the only position which 
is Christian and democratic.” 

The ministers said: 











‘*‘We feel called upon to give our wit- 


ness and endorsement to the sentiments 
expressed in your report. We also com- 
mend you for the audible witness you 
gave to your Christian convictions. , 
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“We feel that your position on ‘in- 
justices and religious and racial discrim- 
ination’ as being inconsistent with the 
tenets of our Christian faith and demo- 
cratic pronouncements, is the only posi- 
tion which is Christian and democratic.”’ 

The letter was signed by the officers 
of the Baptist Ministers Conference of 
Richmond, Va., and vicinity who stated 
that the resolution was adopted unani- 
mously “with the prayer” that the Gen- 
eral Assembly would act upon the re- 
port in line with the committee’s recom- 
mendation, 

We wonder if in any previous instance, 
our church ever gained the attention of 
the Negroes of our country with such 
sympathetic interest and concern. We 
also wonder if we were ever so care- 
fully observed as we are being observed 
now. 

Recently, our attention was called to 
a request of our church’s educational 
group which last summer asked the Mon- 
treat directors to provide for Negroes 
who are engaged in Presbyterian edu- 
cational efforts in that annual meeting. 
The directors voted: 

“That the request of the educational 
group with reference to the entertain- 
ment of Negro delegates be declined be- 
cause this would be at variance with 
the present practice of our General As- 
sembly.”’ ; 

Practice, yes. But, concerning its com- 
missioners, the General Assembly of 
1943, taking exception to an incident 
when a Negro commissioner was treated 
rudely by a white commissioner, de- 
clared: ‘‘Every commissioner regardless 
of race or color shall be accorded the 
full rights and privileges of the Assem- 
bly.”’ 

The General Assembly, it would seem, 
must set the spiritual tone and temper 
of the church. 

We can be sure that what we do has 
far-reaching effects in the lives of peo- 
ple we never hear about; we can also be- 
sure that the validity or our evangelistic 
witness hangs upon the sort of Chris- 
tian brotherhood we practice. 


Public Funds and Schools 


Every one of our readers, and we 
think the General Assembly, too, should 
be greatly concerned over the education 
bill which has passed the U. S. Senate 
58-15 and is now before the House. 

Senator Donnell’s amendment limiting 
funds to public schools was defeated in 
the Senate and the measure now pro- 
vides that states can decide whether 
these funds are to be used for non-pub- 
lic schools. 

If you feel any urgency about the de- 
feat of such a provision which enables 
public monies to be used for private or 
parochial schools, then your Congress- 
man should be told. We think the As- 
sembly, might well say how thoroughly 
it disapproves of the use of such public 


funds for any non-public schools whe- 


ther on local, stute or national levels. 





Help the Congregation 


Dr. Garrison’s idea which he expresses 
in his letter on page 22 of this issue de- 
serves our serious attention. He ap- 
proves highly of the proposed reorgani- 
zation of the agencies but he cautions 
us to be thinking at the same time about 
the congregation level (we dislike to use 
“the local church’’—a contradiction in 
terms). 

This Greensboro pastor and former 
leader of our Student Work does not 
come forth with a wrought-out pattern 
for us, but he discusses a need which 
all recognize. The reorganization plan 
makes it possible to do this, as he sug- 
gests, through the work of a research 
and study committee. 

This idea appeals to us. Indeed, we 
have frequently discussed some phases 
of it in these columns. For example, 
we have long wanted to see the kind of 
helps provided our pastors and people 
which -are offered by the fine Depart- 
ment of Evangelism and Devotional Life 
of the Congregational and Christian 
Churches. Whether our evangelism de- 
partment or our education committee 
with its responsibility for Christian nur- 
ture would be the one, we are not sure. 
Then, there should be more and more 
definite helps for people who are at- 
tracted by the present world-wide move. 
ment of Christian ‘‘cells’’ or intimate 
fellowships within congregations. An 
organized, pressure campaign type of 
help would be ruinous, but there ought 
to be more and better helps available. 

Moreover, the presbyteries’ Commit- 
tees on the Minister and His Work could 
be much more effectively used. Indeed, 
the questionaire which the Assembly’s 
committee submitted last year, if used 
as the committee recommended, would 
be of great value. The fact that some 
individuals read into such a use as was 
proposed undesirable tendencies should 
not invalidate the good which is there 
offered. 

Dr. Garrison is right. We are spend- 
ing much time and effort on non-local 
organized efforts. This is greatly need- 
ed, but we also need to provide more 
help for the situation closer home. 


Hymns and the Hymna] 


Dr. Crowe’s fine article on page four 
of this issue and the overture from the 
Presbytery of Louisiana to the Assembly 
might well be read together. The over- 
ture asks the Assembly “to direct the 
Committee of Religious Education and 
Publication to restore to prominence in 
the church hymnal, songs and hymns 
which are evangelistic in message, popu- 
lar in tune and which articulate the 
great truths of Christian experience, or 
subjective religion.” 

Evidently the Louisiana overture does 
not think the hymnal has enough of the 
sort of ‘‘gospel hymns” which Dr. Crowe 
discusses. He thinks that the book, with 
its other weaknesses, has too many. 
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SPEAKS AT ASSEMBLY—Jesse 
M. Bader, executive secretary of 
Evangelism for the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, will speak at the 
coming General Assembly. 





We should like to support Dr. Crowe’s 
convincing appeeal in this matter of the 
hymnal. A great many of our churches 
are already doing exactly what he recom- 
mends. What we should like even bet- 
ter is to work to produce a brand new 
hymnal for American Presbyterianism, 
with all members of the Presbyterian 
family who would produce and support 


it uniting in its creation. Until we can 
do that we might well follow Dr. Crowe’s 
suggestion. The fact that some of these 
hymnals can be sold for years to come 
should not influence us. You could 
even continue to sell some copies of 
Psalms and Hymns which came out 
about 50 years ago. 


TISA Moderator 


The election of Clifford Barbour of the 
Knoxville, Tenn., Second church to the 
moderatorship of the USA Assembly 
should be widely applauded by members 
of our church. The fact that news- 
paper reports which told of his election 
badly misinterpreted the situation and 
evidently misquoted the new Moderator 
is simply another illustration of how 
difficult it is to have church news treated 
with understanding in the daily press. 

Clifford Barbour, coming from strong 
Presbyterian, US, territory, has long 
cherished the hope of seeing ‘‘one great 
Presbyterian church.” The _ reporter, 
knowing that the Moderator serves one 
term, made his own unquoted sentence 
read, “ ‘one great Presbyterian church’ 
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within the next year.” It was the re- 
porter also who read into this his own 
idea that ‘‘negotiations will be renewed 
with greater vigor during his term.” 
Clifford Barbour said nothing like it. 
He knows the present status of US-USA 
relationships quite well. It is unfortu- 
nate that the reporter knew so little. Al- 
ready well-known to Southern Presbyte- 
rians, Clifford Barbour is as great a 
friend of our people as of the USA peo- 
ple. His genuine faith, his simple, un- 
assuming manner, his high courage— 
all make him respected and beloved. 

Wherever he goes throughout our 
boundaries on his Moderatorial tours 
during the year, Clifford Barbour will be 
welcomed as one of our very own. 


BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 





Meets— 
The Demands of Parents 
The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 
Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational Pro- 
gram 
Moderate Expense 
Write: 
G. T. Gillespie, President, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 











Young Adult Conference............. 
Virginia Music yx. Re 
Presbyterian Y. P. Conf.............. 
Sarr et 


FIRST WEEK 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones (Speaks only Aug. 14). 
Miss Muriel Lester, London. 


Dr. Elton Trueblood, noted author. 


Dr. & Mrs. Wm. R. F 
Dr. Sidlow Baxter, Edinburgh, Scotl and. 





np - 
Baptist Training Union.............. 


Dr. ee Stover, Messiah Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. 
‘orrester, Aberdeen, Scotland. 


Dr. Roy L. Smith, Methodist Pub] House, Chicago. 


4 MILES EAST OF HARRISONBURG, VA. 
HEART OF BEAUTIFUL AND HISTORIC SHENANDOAH VALLEY 


Sowes AU Departments 
of the Local Church  cograeata SgagoosrIoN 





DATES OF CONFERENCES 


I 8s occ asta paedeceaews July 18-24 

Poe ee & Tre June 13-19 Training School for Women of the Church.........July 25-31 

ass pon Sn June 20-26 Baptist ee ee -7 

EY Ee June se age 3 Christian Endeavor Convention................August 8-12 

«aceasta teed July 4-17 Men’s Conference..................+++--+----.- August 12-14 
Bible Conference. ....... August 15-28 


SPEAKERS FOR NATIONALLY FAMOUS BIBLE CONFERENCE, AUG. 15-28 


Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, Fifth Ave. Presbyterian Church, N. Y. 
Dr. Henry Hitt Crane, Central Methodist Church, Chicago. 
Dr. Raymond I. — Old First Church, Orange, N. J. 


Dr. Jesse M. Baird, Moderator Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. Dr. Roy L. Smith, Chicag: 
4 + Holt Hughes, beloved Bishop of Methodist’ Church Dr. George Docherty, Teen, Scotland. 
Miller, Druid Hills Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. Dr. Oscar Blackwelder, Church of the Reformation, Washington D. C. 


Dr. G. A 


WRITE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BOX 684, STAUNTON, VA., FOR BOOKLET 


f UNEXCELLED PROGRAM 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

VARIED RECREATIONAL ATTRACTIONS 
NATURAL WONDERS 

4 SUPERB SCENIC BEAUTY 

HISTORIC SHRINES 


REASONABLE RATE: 


Combine Fo Offer Ideal Vacation 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Bible teacher. 

Bishop Arthur J. Moore, noted Methodist preacher. 

Dr Ts Vincent Peale, New York City (Acceptance Pending). ° 
. Buttrick, New York City (Acceptance Pending) 


SECOND WEEK 
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“THE PLOWING OF THE WICKEDIS SIN” 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Proverbs 21:4 


cities. Nearly all the sinners con- 
demned in the Bible are country 
people. But even a wicked farmer 
might be astonished if you leaned over 
his fence—if he has one—and told him: 


N:: ALL the wicked people live in 


“Do you know it is a sin for you to 
be plowing this morning?” 


If you could imagine him giving a 
courteous answer, he might say: 

“All right, so this is sin—what do 
you mean by that?” 

“TI mean,” the neighbor might reply, 
“sin is whatever God doesn’t want. 
And God doesn’t want you to be plow- 
ing that field—not just now.” 

“It’s spring time, it’s plowing time, 
I'm a farmer. What in the name of 
sense do you think God wants—if there 
is a God—what does he want me to do 
if not to plow?” 

It does seem unreasonable, at first 
thought. Plowing, a sin? With all the 
hunger there is in the world? This 
farmer may be a wicked man, but is 
he not, at the moment, setting a good 
example for others? Is he not in- 


directly causing employment for others, 
is he not out of mischief himself? 


ES, ALL THIS IS SO. There is 
much in the wicked’s farmer’s oc- 
cupation which ‘‘for the matter of 

it,” as our forefathers would have put 
it, is good. Industry is good, use of 
natural resources is good, production 
of food is good. And still the plowing 
of the wicked is sin. Why? 

Remember the kind of man he is: 
by definition, wicked. From-the Bible’s 
standpoint, a wicked man is not one who 
occasionally or often commits a wicked 
act. Indeed, a man may be wicked who 
never commits an act which lawyers or 
courts could call malicious. Wicked- 
ness, from God’s point of view, lies in 
the heart; that is, it is essentially a 
matter of inner attitude, of the direction 
and tone of the whole life. The wicked 
man is the Godless man, the loveless 
man. He loves not God at all, indeed 
God is not in all his thoughts. He 
does not care for his neighbor except 
so far as his neighbor may be of some 
benefit to him. He does not «ven have a 
proper care for himself. For his true 





self, in fact, he has no Interest at all. 
His only interest in himself is in being 
well-fed, well-protected, well-praised. 
His interest in himself stops at the 
grave, and indeed most of his labors anq 
aims in life center around putting of 
his funeral as long as possible. Hig 
basic attitude to life does not differ 
greatly from that of one of his own 
prize bulls. ; 


HATEVER SUCH A MAN does is 
bound to be sin; for the first 
thing he ought to do is to repent. 

What he needs, first of all, is a basic 
change in his whole outlook on life. He 
needs to come to terms with God, with 
his true self, with his neighbors too. 
But until and unless the truth comes 
home to him some way or other, what- 
ever he does is still sin. Because what 
God wants that man to do is what he 
wants every man to do. FIRST: Repent. 
Anything else he does is putting off the 
main thing. Anything else he does 
makes the main thing harder to do. 

If that same farmer had a hired man, 
and he told the man to plow a field and 
then harrow it and then plant it in corn, 
and the crazy hired man first planted 
it and then harrowed it and finally 
plowed it, he wouldn’t be a hired man 
any more, he would be a fired man. 
Repentance and faith (they are two 
sides of the same thing) are the first 
of all the duties we owe to God, and 





tained. 


tices and policy. 





Sensible supervision and restrictions. 
tory. Founded 1812. 





GREENBRIER COLLEGE 


LEWISBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 


Two years college preparatory and two years standard college work. Art, 
Music, Dramatic Art, and Secretarial courses. 
tional advantages, 
gracious living emphasized. 


Address: 


FRENCH W. THOMPSON, Pres., Dept. PO-49, Lewisburg, W. Va. 


A SCHOOL OF FINE AND CULTURAL ARTS FOR YOUNG WOMEN. 


Outstanding social and recrea- 
including planned physical education program. Poise and | 
Effective Student Government and Honor Code main- 
From Greenbrier, girls can enter the junior class of university or go on 
to more professional and specialized training. A conservative institution in prac- 


Modern fireproof dormi- 
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doing anything else while we have neg- 
lected those, is doing what God does 
not want—that is, it is sin. 


The plowing of the wicked is sin, 

also because no act is complete in 
itself. God’s judgment on any man’s 
action is not simply on what the man 
js doing at the moment. What comes 
next? What does this lead to? Why 
is the man doing it? What is in his 
heart, what are his intentions? Driving 
nails with skill and care is not in itself 
sinful; but the soldiers who fastened 
Jesus to the cross were committing a 
sin all the same. Working hard is 
not in itself sinful; but the question 
is: What are you going to do with the 
results of this work? 

The wicked man plows the field, yes, 
and it is good that fields should be 
plowed. But if he is one kind of wicked 
man, he will be lazy and he won’t be 
half doing a good job. If he is an- 
other kind of wicked man he is short- 
sighted and greedy and he will be plow- 
ing a whole field where he should only 
plow strips across the hill. If he is 
another kind of wicked man he will be 
stupidly plowing up land that ought 
to be left to pasture, this year or always. 

And if he is none of these things, 
even if he is a smart and hard-working 
man, he will be plowing for his own 
benefit. He will take the money that 
field: brings in, and he will use it all 


B* THAT is not’the whole story. 





Presbyterian Junior Coliege 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree: Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration . One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction... Personal At- 
tention. Summer School, 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 





for himself, or he will begrudge every 
dollar the state takes for taxes, and 
every dollar he has to spend on his 
family, and you may be sure the church 
will never get a cent of it. He may 
waste the money he has earned. He 
may even take the money his field pro- 
duces, and use it for very harmful 
things. He may get drunk and smash a 
ear and kill a neighbor. 

Whatever sort of wicked man he is, 
it is certain that his main aim in life is 
not good, it is bad. And so whatever 
he does—plow or plant or reap, buy or 
sell or hoard or spend—whatever he 


does is all for selfish, unloving, God- 


less purposes. He will spend what he 
makes as if God had never helped him 
and indeed as if God did not exist. He 
will spend what his plowing gets him, 
as if he himself were the center of the 
universe. His plowing is sin because 
it is the means to sin, it is the road to 
sin. 


AN LOOKETH on the outward ap- 

pearance; and one plowman looks 

much like another. But the Lord 

looketh on the heart. And though the 

sun shines bright on that well-plowed 

field, the wicked plowman’s heart is 
dark and cold. 




















RELIGIOUS 
MOTION 
PICTURES 


52 Auburn Ave., NE 
Atlanta, Ga 


219 East Main Street 
Richmond, Va 





1879 Chamberlain-Hunt Academy 


1949 


Owned and Operated by Synod of Mississippi 
WE LOVE BOYS—WE BUILD MEN 


Historic 
An Excellent Faculty. 


Healthful 
All Work Fully Accredited. 
Individual Attention to Students. 

Wonderful Results. 


Beautiful 


How To Study Stressed. 
Reasonable Cost. 


Next Session opens September 6 
Call or Write, J. S. Vandiver, Pres., Port Gibson, Miss. 








Your Name 


humanity.’’* 


men. 





*Calvin Coolidge. 





“To place your name by gift or bequest in the keeping of an active edu- 
cational institution is to be sure that the name and the project with which it 
is associated will continue down the centuries to quicken the minds and the 
hearts of youth, and thus make a permanent contribution to the welfare of 


Today, the Davidson College Development Program offers you an oppor- 
tunity to link your name with a noble service to your fellowman. 
of its size your gift will be treasured by succeeding generations of Davidson 


J. R. CUNNINGHAM, D. D., LL. D., PRESIDENT, 
DAVIDSON COLLEGE, DAVIDSON, N. C. 


Regardless’ 








PEACE 
COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, N. C. 
2 


A Presbyterian college for 
young women with a positive 
program of Christian Educa- 
tion. 


* 


All academie work fully ae- 
credited by the Southern Asso- 
ciation of Schools and Colleges. 


* 


Standard and General Junior 
College courses, Commercial 
courses, Home Economics, two 
years of High School work, 
special courses in Musie and 
Art. 


* 


Emphasis on sympathetic at- 
tention to the individual stu- 
dent. 


* 


A comprehensive and varied 
eurriculum with a diversified 
program of campus activities. 


* 


Applications for the 1949-50 
session should be made now. 


* 


For catalog and view book, 
write 


DR. WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, 


President. 
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GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture . Stoles 

Ee Embroideries - 

awe Hangings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


Vestments 


“Mational sex, 


4 STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7 


ATALOG O 
‘ 


A 





CHURCH NEWS 


Service Clubs Have 





Poling As Speaker 


Ruston is the annual scene of a gen- 
uine venture in inter-racial understand- 
ing and goodwill in the program at 
Grambling College, a Negro institution. 
Here for the past four years Kiwanis, 





GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Phone 38-1808 610 E. Broad Street 





Open All Night 











Christian 


Relations 


Seeking, through Christ and the Church, 


to create and foster--- 


* FRIENDSHIP 

* COOPERATION 

¥* UNDERSTANDING 
¥* GOODWILL 


* JUSTICE 


* TEMPERANCE 


Committee on Christian Relations 
JOHN H. MARION, JR., Director 
BOX 5094 


RICHMOND, 


VIRGINIA 





Order these Christian Relations Publications: 


[ ] “Roman Catholicism and Protestantism” (Committee’s report adopted l 


by the 1948 General Assembly. 


[ ] “If America is to be Made Christian” by Wallace M. Alston. 


per copy, 2c; 


{ ] THE BRIDGE (the Christian Relations news-letter) at 50c 


Name... 
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Price per copy, 10c: | 


Price 





a year. 





Rotary and Lions clubs unite for a 
dinner with a well-known speaker as 
guest of honor. The home economics 
department serves a bountiful mea], 
Ralph W. Sockman of New York has 
been the speaker for two years; this 
year it was Dan Poling of Philadelphia, 
Following Dr. Poling’s address to the 
student body of Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute, Grambling students delighted 
the club members and their wives with 
a brilliant musical program. In addi- 
tion to Ruston club members, invited 
guests included a number of Jewish, 
Protestant and Catholic leaders, and 
eight college and university presidents, 
Dr. Poling expressed gratification at the 
spirit and purpose of the meeting and 
declared, ‘‘You people are doing what 
others only write about.” The final 
number, “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” 
dedicated to him and to the memory of 
his chaplain son who gave his life in 
the sinking of the S. S. Dorchester in 
wartime, as he later wrote, “thrilled 
and moved him beyond words.” 


Men’s Groups Sponsoring 
Conference for Negro Youth 


Presbyterian men’s organizations in 
Louisiana are responding enthusiasti- 
cally in supporting the Christian Con- 
ference for Negro Youth. This will be 
held at Southern College near Baton 
Rouge, June 6-11. Men’s groups are 
sponsoring it. Early registrations are 
encouraging. Moses E. James, New 
Orleans pastor, will be conference di- 
rector, assisted by Alex R. Batchelor, 
Atlanta, and C. K. Poole, regional direc- 
tor for Louisiana, and L. W. Bottoms, 
regional director for Snedecor Memorial 
Synod. 


Camp Site Near Choudrant 
Will Be Used This Year 


Red River Presbytery will this year 
have its own camp site for conferences 
and related uses. Some time ago & 
dam was constructed for an artificial 
lake near the Old Alabama church at 
Choudrant. Now the lake is practically 
filled and ready for use. Construction 
of buildings will get underway soon. 
Leaders feel that this site, near the 
strongest rural Presbyterian church in 
the synod, is well chosen and will make 
a highly satisfactory location for many 
whelesome activities. 


New Orleans Has Committee 
On Strategy and Expansion 

A committee on strategy and expan- 
sion for metropolitan New Orleans has 
been appointed by New Orleans Presby- 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 

Statesville, North Carolina 
A co-educational institution distinc- 
tive in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded in 1856. Fully accredit 
academic work—first two years of 
college. Outstanding departments in 
music and business. Residence for 
women and single men. Liberal 
scholarships. Moderate rates. Cata- 
logue P. 





OHN MONTGOMERY, President | 
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tery. John S. Land, St. Charles Avenue 
pastor, is chairman and representatives 
from the churches in and around the 
city compose the committee. Chief pur- 
poses are: To seek suitable areas for 
expansion; to be a clearing house for 
the establishment of outposts, or the re- 
location of churches; and to give special 
assistance to small churches in promis- 
ing fields. The committee is already at 
work exploring possibilities in two or 
three of the most promising sections of 
the city. 


Students Hear of Church’s 
Concern for Business Practices 
Louisiana’s Westminster Fellowship 
held its annual meeting this month at 
Camp Grant-Walker with about 60 stu- 
dents in a well-planned program di- 
rected by David H. Edington, Jr. One 
speaker, John H. Marion, Jr., director 
of the Assembly’s Christian Relations 
Committee, told the students that it is 
just as important for the church to be 
concerned over the business practices 
of its elders as over the kind of recrea- 
tion which attracts its young people. 
Jerry Stinson of Louisiana Tech was 
elected president to succeed Bob Wuster. 


Louisiana Bar Association Asks 
Return of State Civil Service 

The Louisiana Bar Association re- 
cently called for the restoration of state 
civil service by an amendment to the 
constitution. The association expressed 
regret that the law had been repealed. 
The League of Women Voters and the 
Louisiana Federation of Labor have also 
called for its revival. Many civic and 
religious organizations opposed repeal 
of the law by the present administra- 
tion. 


New Orleans Catholics in 
Large Building Program 

Largest Catholic school building pro- 
gram in the history of the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans is underway. Bight 
buildings are under construction and 
six others are in the planning stage. 
About $6,000,000 has already been ob- 


~ 





PARK COLLEGE 


Outstanding faculty of 42 (18 with 
doctorates). Cosmopolitan student 
body of 550. 


Friendly, democratic campus life; 
each student a worker and a club 
member. All share in strong intramu- 
ral sports program. Students come 
from 38 states, 11 countries, 3 terri- 
tories. Co-educational. Small classes. 
Emphasis on application of Christian 
ideals. Highest academic rating, 

Beautiful campus on high bluffs 
above Missouri River, in suburbs of 
Kansas City. 

Write for catalogue and view book 

to 


Admissions Office, Box 101 
J. L. ZWINGLE, President 
Parkville, Missouri 
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tained but new plans and more money’ Baptists Emphasize 
are being added daily. Need to Make Wills 
Louisiana Baptists this year are urg- 








“WModeru CHURCH SEATING 





* Write for Descriptive Litercture 
GRIGGS Manufacturers & Suppliers of 
EQUIPMENT CHURCH SEATING 
COMPANY Belton, Texas 














Write for illustrated catalogue. 





THE AMERICAN SCENE 


Presents: 
A Unique OPPORTUNITY for Church Extension 


An Unequaled PRIVILEGE in Christian Service 
A Definite RESPONSIBILITY for Reaching the Unreached 


ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 
Is of Vital Importance 
As Our Church Seeks: 


To Meet its RESPONSIBILITY for the Unreached 
To Realize its PRIVILEGE in Christian Service 
To “Buy Up” its OPPORTUNITY for Church Extension 





OUR PROGRESS towards these worthy goals depends upon 
YOUR RESPONSE to the Home Mission Phase 


of the Program of Progress 











ASSEMBLY’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF HOME MISSIONS 


605 Henry Grady Building Atlanta 3, Georgia 
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ing that “every adult Baptist should 
make a will and include our Baptist 
work in it. No stewardship program 
is complete without the making of a 
will. It is just as important to provide 
for the wide use of our possessions after 
we die as it is to use them wisely while 
we live.” Officials declare that only 
four out of ten property owners leave 
wills and that 80 per cent of these wills 
are broken, primarily because of faulty 
preparation. ‘This means,” a _ state- 
ment said, ‘‘that 92 per cent of Ameri- 
can property owners leave their posses- 
sions to the mercy of the courts. caus- 
ing in many instances confusion and dis- 
cord among the heirs. This should not 
be true among Christians.” 


City Council of Churches 
Wants Executive Secretary 


The New Orleans Council of Churches 
this month held its annual meeting, 
heard Executive Secretary Clark W. 
Cummings of the Metropolitan Church 
Federation of St. Louis, and laid the 
foundation for securing funds which 
will enable it to employ a fulltime ex- 
ecutive secretary itself. Methodist Dis- 
trict Superintendent H. L. Johns is the 
Council’s new president. 


New Men Coming in to 
Churches of the Synod 


A large number of Louisiana churches 
are looking forward to the coming of 
new ministers. These will soon begin 
their work in Red River Presbytery: 
Hugh Bradshaw, Memorial church, West 
Monroe; Lannie Parnell, Mansfield; 
Earl Wiggins, graduate of Austin Semi- 
nary, Tallulah; James Alexander, grad- 
uate of Union, Waterproof and St. 
Joseph; Hiram Reeves, Belcher and 
Dixie; J. H. Magee, Springhill. New 
Orleans Presbytery has recently re- 
ceived: Joseph Palachek, Algiers and 
Toca; Richard Keeton, Claiborne Ave- 


nue; Robert Cogswell, assistant at St. 
Charles Avenue. 
THOMAS M. DAVIS. 
Ruston. 


US-USA Cooperation 
Is Studied in Miss. 


Mississippi News Letter 


Representatives of seven Presbyterian, 
US, churches and five USA churches met 
recently in a conference on church co- 
operation in Tupelo. There they heard 
H. S. Randolph, secretary of the USA 
rural church department, give helpful 
information looking toward the organi- 
zation of a council for cooperation. 
George McLean, elder of the First 
church, Tupelo, and editor of the Tupelo 
Journal, and S. E. McFadden, pastor of 
the Tupelo church, have been the mov- 
ing spirits in this venture. The purpose 
is “to deepen the spiritual life of the 
whole community through churches 
working together rather than separate- 
ly.” Prospects for agreement and co- 
operation are bright. 


Presbyterian Wills Benefit 
Presbyterian Institutions 

Mississippi Presbyterians have kept 
their church in mind in their wills re- 
cently. The late Carl Faust, for 20 years 
a member of the board of trustees of 
Belhaven College, left a bequest of $25,- 
000 for the college. Benefits from the 
will of Frank P. Phillips, wealthy Co- 
lumbus cotton merchant, included sev- 
eral Presbyterian institutions among 
others: the Ministers’ Annuity Fund, 


$50,000; Belhaven, $50,000; Agnes 
Scott, $50,000; Columbia Seminary, 
$25,000. Benefits from a trust fund of 


$200,000 will be divided, half to the 
YMCA and the other half between Pal- 
mer Orphanage, the Columbus Presby- 





QUEENS COLLEGE 








A. 
in 





A Liberal Arts College for Women 
Offering A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Registrations are now being received 
for the 1949-50 term. Queens offers B. 


the Registrar. 
HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 


Charlotte 7, N. O. 


and B. S. degrees with specialization 
various fields. For information write 








terian Church and the Salvation Army. 
Phillips was a native of Atlanta. 


Ministers of Meridian 
Warned Against “Terrible Rs” 
Meridian ministers recently Day old- 
ham, noted preacher 6n the Christian 
Brotherhood Hour, talk about “The Ter- 
rible Rs.” According to Oldham, they 
are: rote, rut and rot. He warned 
against ‘‘allowing the faith of our fa. 
thers to become merely the creed of our 
fathers.”” In the quest for Christian 
unity, he said the attitude of too Many 
people is ‘‘Come over to us”’ rather than 
“Come to Christ and I’ll meet you 
there.’’” The danger of the present sta- 
tus, he said, is not the fact of division 
but that ‘“‘we are satisfied with being 
divided.”” He urged his preacher-hear- 
ers’’ at least on the anniversary of your 
ordination to go apart and re-think your 
ordination vows and pray, “O Lord, re- 
vive thy servant in the midst of the 
years!”* 


Men’s Groups Taking Leadership 
In Variety of Good Activities 
Men-of-Mississippi have been taking 
on a number of good projects. For ex- 
ample, the men of the Greenville church 
are purchasing property for the per- 
manent location of their chapel; a spe- 
cial committee of Central Mississippi 
Presbytery, headed by. Frank Everett, 
Jr., brought in a thorough report on 
ministers’ salaries which every session 
and board of deacons is being asked to 
study carefully. Men of the synod will 
meet at Belhaven June 19 with special 
evangelistic and Sunday school objec- 
tives with §s. J. Patterson, Jr., Rich- 
mond, Va., and C. §. Johnson, St. Louis, 
as speakers. In East Mississippi Pres- 
bytery the annual adult conference July 
3-4 will have Felix B. Gear, Columbia 
Seminary, and Alex R. Batchelor, direc- 
tor of Negro work, as outside speakers. 


Belhaven Lacks $60,000; 
Progress Funds Are Over 


Belhaven College officials have an- 
nounced that Presbyterians outside 
Jackson still lack $60,000 of reaching 
their quota to match Jackson’s $200,- 
000. In the Program of Progress cam- 
paign, Mississippi is leading all other 
synods for the second year by oversub- 
scribing quotas for Home Missions, Re- 





NAPSONIAN SCHOOL 


341 Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta, Georgia. 
A Christian Preparatory School 
Kindergarten through sixth grade for boys and girls. Seventh 


through twelfth grade for girls only. 
grades nine through twelve. 


*One of the few Presbyterian-affliated preparatory schools in the 
South. We covet the prayers and interest of all Southern Presbyterians. 


Richard Orme Flinn, Jr., President 


Boarding department for girls— 


Thyrza 8. Askew, Principal 





Sunday School and 
Church Furniture 


Flowers School Equipment 
Company, Inc. 


Write for Prices and Illustrations. 


827 West Main Street, Richmond, Va. 
Telephone 7-4035 





Manufacturers and Distributors 
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ligious Education and Publication. 


Methodists Open $100,000 
Rural Center for Negroes 

A $100,000 Negro rural center, first 
of its kind in Mississippi, was recently 
dedicated by Methodist leaders at the 
Lampton community near Columbia. 
More than 1,000 persons attended the 
ceremonies which stressed Negro wel- 
fare and imnter-racial harmony. This 
center is expected to serve as a pattern 
for similar projects elsewhere. There 
are 258 families (1,500 persons) in the 
vicinity of the crossroads church, school, 
and store that make up the Lampton 
community. Less than a score of white 
families live in the area. The main 
building of the center contains a com- 
bination gymnasium and auditorium, 
stage, dressing rooms, showers, clinic, 
nurse’s room, Offices, library, clubrooms 
and kitchen. A “suburban bus’’ will ex- 
tend the center’s program into two ad- 
joining counties. The bus can be con- 
yerted into a traveling clinic or a book- 
mobile, 


Baptists Are Sponsoring 
“Man and Boy’? Movement 

Men’s Brotherhoods in Southern Bap- 
tist churches are sponsoring a ‘‘Man and 
Boy Movement” to enlist boys for Sun- 
day school and church. A recently serv- 
ice in Holly Springs stressed this effort. 
The plan calls for men to take unen- 
rolled boys to Sunday school for four 
consecutive Sundays, after which, it is 
assumed, the boy will become the re- 
sponsibility of the class. Each man who 
gets a boy to attend for four Sundays 
receives a certificate. 


Miscellany 

The Marks church is conducting a re- 
modeling program to improve its edu- 
cational facilities. . . The Greenville 
church recently sold its property and 
plans to build next year in the residen- 
tial area. . . . Construction is expected 
to begin on the church at Waynesboro 
at an enrly date. . . Central Mississ- 
ippi Presbytery reports 900 additions 





Davis and Elki 
sand Elkins College 
Elkins, West Virginia 

A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
Mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment.. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 








during the past year. . . The Green- 
ville church closed its first year of week- 
day kindergarten and called it a great 
success. . . Minister and members of 
the East End Assembly of God church 
in Meridian scorned “Easter clothes” 
this year. The preacher wore denim 
pants, and preached in his shirt sleeves 
and without a tie. Seeking to break 


have new Easter clothes, 85 per cent of 
the congregation also attended church 
in their every-day clothes. ‘‘God is more 
concerned with the inward man than 
with outward appearances,” the 
preacher said. At the evening service 
pastor and people resumed their usual 
Sunday attire. 

JOHN C. McQUEEN, Jr. 





down the tradition that everyone must Meridian. 
* SCHREINER INSTITUTE x 
SUMMER SESSION 


College—Two Terms: June 6 to July 16 and July 18 to Aug. 27 
High School—One 8-Weeks Term: June 6 to July 30 


Full courses of study. Unexcelled recreational facilities in the Hill Country of 
Texas. Non-military in summer. Send reservation now. 
REGISTRAR, SCHREINER INSTITUTE, BOX U, KERRVILLE, TEXAS 








Centre College of Kentucky 


IN THE BLUE GRASS REGION OF KENTUCKY 





PRESBYTERIAN 
Famed for Distinguished Alumni 


A COLLEGE FOR MEN 


A COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 





On Separate Campuses 


“OLD CENTRE” 
Founded 1819 


In a Cultured Community 


Liberal Arts and Sciences, Music, Fine Arts 


Christian Principles and Christian Living 
Constitute the Background of All Centre Teaching 

A Superior FacuLTy—SMALL CLASSES 
PRE-PROFESSIONAL COURSES VOCATIONAL COURSES 
Include Medicine and Dentistry, 
the Ministry, Law, Engineering, 


Journalism 
Business Administration 


Include High School Teaching, 

Home Economics, Business and 

Commerce, Laboratory Science, 
Social Service 


HIGHEST ACADEMIC RATING 


Full Programs of Student Activities—Intercollegiate 
Sports with Physical Development for All 


WAR VETERANS SERVED UNDER G. I. BILL 


FALL SEMESTER BEGINS 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1949 


For Information, write 


WALTER A. GROVES ° 
President 


DANVILLE, KENTUCKY 


SUMMER SESSION 
June 20-AucustT 19, 1949 
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Letters to the Editors 





Also Need to Work at Home Base 





More Productive Local Churches 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The courageous restudy of the organi- 
zation of the Assembly’s agencies is a sign 
of health and life in our church (OUT- 
LOOK, May 16). The suggested research 
department in the proposed re-organiza- 
tion should work at a better organization 
continually after a re-organization is ef- 
fected. 

We need to take two other steps, Our 
synods and our presbyteries need to be 
re-examined in the same courageous way. 

There is one matter which should re- 
ceive rather careful consideration in these 
re-organization plans; namely, ways and 


means of helping local churches become 
more productive. As things stand much 
effort seems to center in how much can 
be taken out of a local church. 


Farmers have learned the hard way the 
folly of continually taking out of the soil 
without a program of building up the 
soil. 

In most of our church courts our con- 
cern seems to be directed toward where 
our dollars work—and how. Along with 
this we need to accept the how of pro- 
ducing more in local churches. 

Recently I visited one of the offices of 
a large business firm. They have an edu- 
cational or training department which 





A MARK OF 


person. 


chosen wisely. 


The First Life Insurance 
Company in America— 
The Oldest in the World 


Boston Office 
14 Beacon Street 


Boston 8, Mass. 





The man who owns a policy with the Fund is a distinguished 
He has earned that position because he has not stumbled 
into insurance but has carefully looked over the possibilities and 


Write to 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ 
FUND 


for Life Insurance 


Alexander Mackie, President 


Founded 1717—Chartered 1759 


Home Office 
1805 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


St. Louis Office 
1202 Arcade Bldg. 


St. Louis 1, Missouri 


“MORE THAN A BUSINESS: 
AN INSTITUTION” 


DISTINCTION 


Serving Ministers, their Wives 
and Theological Students of all 
Protestant Denominations 


Atlanta Office 
1415 Candler Bldg. 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 
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functions the year around. Group after 
group are brought in and trained for a 
definite period. They do not regard this 
as an expenditure but as an investment 
and it is paying huge dividends. Our 
church might well develop some such plan, 

I am.not particularly concerned with 
the how of this. A way can be found if 
we undertake the task. I do want to voice 
the need for this emphasis at this time 
when we are trying to do some courageous 
planning. We must face very frankly the 
fact that re-organization at the top is 
vastly different from a vitalized local 
church. When you strengthen this latter 
you have strengthened the whole. To 
achieve this it must be the full time re- 
sponsibility of a working group. To scat- 
ter this responsibility among all agencies 
will not be effective. 

The job of getting money to support 
missions and the operation of mission en- 
terprises are two entirely different things. 
The creation and selling of Sunday school 
literature and the enlistment and training 
of teachers in a local church, while re- 
lated, call for different skills. It is one 
thing to invest in various causes what the 
church produces; it is another thing to 
produce it. Are we giving due emphasis 
to improving our production? Who is re- 
sponsible for leading out in this? 

JOS. M. GARRISON. 
(Editorial, p. 14.) 


Boards, Committees All Same 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Let me thank you for the summary of 
the report of the Committee on the 
Agencies of the church (OUTLOOK, May 
16). My acquaintance with it is through 
your summary only, but that, I feel sure, 
covers the salient points, It is the most 
far-reaching report we have had in a long 
time, certainly in a field where some 
reaching has been needed. I beg your 
permission to make the following com- 
ments. 

1. The designation of the agencies as 
“boards” rather than as “committees” will 
no doubt cause a lot of needless argument. 
Many will hark back to the Thornwell- 
Breckenridge writings on this subject of 
nearly a hundred years ago. If we under- 
stand, and we do, that whatever name we 
use, the organizations will be creatures 
of the Assembly, and subject to it, then 
all is well. The actual name is of no mo- 
ment. 

2. The proposed plan leans sharply to- 
ward simplification, and we certainly need 
it. But, if we are going to simplify, then 
why not take the one extra step and do 
the thing completely? What we have said, 
almost, is that the work of the church 
shall be divided into three parts, namely: 
Housekeeping, Education, and Missions. 
For the sake of effeciency we have divided 
Missions into Home and Foreign. That is 
all very well. But, why should we then 
proceed to keep two other functions as 
separate agencies? 

a. The first is the Board of Annuities 
and Relief. That is certainly a part of the 
housekeeping and could well go under the 
office of the General Assembly. It would 
be no more out of place, in fact more in 
place, than the Assembly’s Training School 
and Montreat. 

b. The second is a separate Board of 
Woman’s Work. Under the heading, 
Board of Education, paragraph 57, these 
words appear: “that the Board of Educa- 
tion be given primary responsibility in 
plannings and coordinating all educational 
work for adults—.” In the diagram a di- 
vision on Men’s Work is shown. Are they 
the only adults we have? But, if the wo- 
men are adults, then why should they not 
be coordinated and planned as well as any- 
one else? ... 


Greensboro, N. C. 


Cc. K. DOUGLAS. 
Walterboro, S. C. 
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MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


1842: Staunton, Virginia 1949 














Southwestern at Memphis 


(The official college of the Synods of 
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Tennessee. ) 


CENTENNIAL AND INAUGURAL 
CONVOCATION 


September 19-22, 1949 


Cooperating Synods meeting in Memphis 
for this occasion. 


“The Castle,” original building erected on the 
old campus at Clarksville, Tennessee, 1848. 
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Palmer Hall, the Administration Building, as 
it looks in 1949. 


INAUGURATION OF 
PEYTON NALLE RHODES 


as the thirteenth President 
Thursday morning, September 22, 1949. 




















MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Four Year College for Women 
Controlled by the Mountain Retreat Association 
Christian Atmosphere High Scholastic Goals 
Low Expenses Work Scholarships 
One- or Two-Year Secretarial Course 
MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
College Preparatory School 
Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Scnools 

Located in the “Land of the Sky,’”’ Western North Carolina 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President Montreat, N. C. 








Just Reprinted—"“YOUTH, SCIENCE AND FAITH” 
By Sidney S. Negus, Scientist and Presbyterian Elder 
PRICE: Single copy, 5c; 50 for $1.00; 100 for $2.00. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 











They call me a “DP” 


a “DISPLACED PERSON”. . . I could be 
the daughter of a skilled mechanic . . . farmer 
. lawyer ... clerk . . . doctor. . . sales- 


man—any one of hundreds of useful people now 
homeless and nearly hopeless in crowded Europe. 
If you would help bring us to America my 
family might prove helpful to you—personally, 
and certainly your community. 
Your Uncle Sam says it’s all right——and | feel 
sure Jesus thinks so, too. 


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CHURCH OR 
THIS COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION 


Presbyterian Church, U. 8., Committee on 


OVERSEAS RELIEF 


324 CHURCH ST. DECATUR, GA. 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








James F. Hardie, Broadway church, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, has resigned as pas- 
tor in order to accept the pastorate at 
San Saba, Texas, July 1. 

J. W. Vinson, missionary to China, is 
serving as stated supply of the Rocky 
Mount, Va., church. 

George Mauze, First church, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., has acepted a call to the 
First church, San Antonio, Texas. 

Sam N. Milton from Wadesboro, N. C., 
to West Point, Miss. 

Robert Gaston Hall, assistant pastor, 
Greenville, S. C., First church, has en- 
tered the U. S. Army chaplaincy. 

E. D. Kerr from Decatur, Ga., to 1921 
Main St., Newberry, S. C., for the sum- 
mer. ~ 

Preson P. Phillips, Jr., who has been 
serving as assistant pastor of the Flor- 
ence, S. C., church, is now pastor of the 
Everglades church, Belle Glade, Fla. 

H. Edwin Pickard, who has been tak- 
ing graduate work at Union Seminary 
in Virginia, will become pastor at 
Orange, Va., June 1. 

William P. Anderson, Williamsburg, 
Va., is expected to becgme associate pas- 
tor of Westminster church, Miami, Fla., 
October 1. 


MARRIED 


James H. Gailey, Jr., pastor at Brew- 
ton, Ala., and Virginia Kehl Templin, 
Atlanta, Ga., were married at the First 
Church, Atlanta, by Wm. V. Gardner, 
May 14. 


LECTURERS 


H. Kerr Taylor, Milledgeville, Ga., 
will be one of the daily lecturers at 
the South Carolina Methodist pastors’ 
school, Columbia, June 20-24. 

P. H. Carmichael, dean of the Assem- 
bly’s Training School faculty, Rich- 
mond, Va., will be one of the principal 
daily speakers at the national interde- 
nominational workshop for directors of 
Christian education, Lake Geneva, Wis., 
July 24-30. 


DEATH 


F, Ray Riddle, 63, died several days 
after he suffered a heart attack, May 
18, in Columbia, S. C. He had been 
pastor of the Shandon church since 1923 
and from 1923 to 1930 served as pro- 
fessor of Christian Apologetics in Chi- 
cora College there. 





CHURCH BUILDING 
. LITERATURE 


Free list, more than 100 items by Inter- 
denominational Bureau of Architecture. 
Send card. 


E. M. CONOVER, Director 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y: 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 
Will Be on the Air Again 


JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1949 
Theme: ‘‘Christ and His Church’”’ 


* * * * 
Some Pertinent Radio Facts 


_ 1. The Protestant Radio Commission of New York, of which our Radio Committee is a member, 
is seeking to work out a strategy for better radio for American Protestantism. 


2. Last year your radio committee produced and promoted programs which were heard over more 
than 200 stations, giving us 2,769 individual station programs. 


3. Radio has been the outlet for many programs publicizing the work of some of our agencies and 
educational institutions. It could be of great use to them all. 


4. In Atlanta, Georgia, a cooperative production studio is being installed by the Protestant Radio 
Center, Inc. The members are the radio interests of the Methodists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Dis- 
ciples and Presbyterians, and the following educational institutions: Agnes Scott College, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Emory University, and Candler School of Theology. 


5. Many doors for preaching and teaching the gospel are open in radio and television. Do you 
want your church to enter them? 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RADIO COMMITTEE 


36 Hunter St., S. W., Atlanta 3, Ga. 
Robt. A. Lapsley, Jr., Chairman John M. Alexander, Director 








The Executive Committee of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 


(1) Enlists men and women for Christian service. 


(2) Encourages the support of educational institu- 
. tions in which those enlisted for Christian service 
can be properly and adequately trained. 


(3) Helps to place in service those who have been en- 
listed and trained for service. 


(4) Prepares those engaging in Christian service for 
the years of retirement from service. 


(5) Administers assistance to those who have rendered 
Christian service after retirement from service. 


THE COMMITTEE COVETS YOUR INTEREST IN ITS WORK THROUGH YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE OF ITS ACTIVITIES, YOUR PRAYERS, AND YOUR GIFTS 


Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 














$944,764 in Annuity Gifts 
to support 





On April 1, 1949, our Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions had in force a total of 474 annuity gift con- 
tracts, through which $944,764.92 will be made avail- 
able for the support of Foreign Missions while life-time 
annuities at a good rate of interest are guaranteed 
to the donors. 


Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation for over 
fifty years, during which time every annuity contract 
has been met promptly and in full. 


Interest rates vary, depending upon the age of the 
annuitant, but in practically every case are higher 
than present-day rates on other high-grade investments. 
Liberal income tax exemptions are another feature 
worth considering. 


If you want to give, and at the same time enjoy a 
generous return on your money, write today for full 
information about our Annuity Gift Plan. Address 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. 
P. O. BOX 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 




















The Stratton Story 


If we are to export films to tell the 
world about the U. S. A., stressing the 
kind of people we are and the ideals we 
follow, it is hoped that the distributors 
will not fail to place “The Stratton 
Story”’ high on the list. For in this 
film MGM has not only produced a pic- 
ture strong in American flavor, but also 
one which, we feel, does a superb job 
of reflecting the American spirit of en- 
terprise, courage and clean living. 

In addition, of course, to all this 
subtle ideological content, ‘‘The Stratton 
Story” contains entertainment values of 
a high order. The entire family will 
love it. It is the thrilling story of a 
baseball hero—and in this case we mean 
hero, not just a famous ball player. 

It is the story of Monty Stratton, 
drawn from the real life of the Texas 
farm boy who became one of the most 
famous pitchers of modern times. Skill- 
fully woven in is the tender romance 
between him and the girl he marries, 
who not only inspires him to reach the 
top but steadies and helps restore him 
from tragic despondency when he loses 
a leg (and, he thinks, his career) fol- 
lowing a hunting accident. The man- 
ner in which he achieves his comeback 
is as thrilling as it is satisfying. 

It was a wise choice to select James 
Stewart to play Monty Stratton. He 
brings to the role of the farm boy who 
is never spoiled by success just that 
appealing naturalness which is_ the 
acme of the acting art. He masters 
the game like a professional, and, after 
the accident and his period of emotional 
depression, simulates the use of an arti- 
ficial leg well enough to impart com- 
plete illusion. 

Playing the part of the girl he mar- 
ries is June Allyson. Agnes Moorehead 
portrays the dignified, sensible and 
hard working mother. Both give un- 
forgettable performances as they team 
their efforts to see Monty through his 
trouble and help him back to victorious 
normalcy. Throughout the story is re- 
vealed the masterful directional hand 
of Sam Wood. 

Of the social, moral and ethical stand- 
ards of “The Stratton Story’? we can- 
not speak too highly. It is such a re 
lief to meet in the films an unsophisti- 
cated, unspoiled man—not portrayed as 
a weakling, but as a fundamentally 
strong character who, despite obstacles, 
can take the means at hand and the 
greatness within himself and _ create 
from them something that inspires and 
cheers the heart. 

Unless we are badly mistaken, you 
and your family will find yourselves 
rooting enthusiastically for this picture! 
FOR: Adults, Young People, Children. 


*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





BI 


dist 
tenc 
son. 
men 
his 

live 
wou 


stor 
late 
has 
ing, 
20tl 

J 
evel 
rool 
Lor 
tot 
of | 
the 
a b: 
pers 
prie 
Jest 
Ant 
dep 
but 
the 
still 
prie 
tion 
San 
he ¢ 
Son 
late 
Gov 
into 


ter 

fate 
cal 

The 
ent¢ 
ial 

dete 
noc 
met 
thei 
oth 
reli 
and 
wei 
and 
he | 
out 

23: 


are 

ligi 
pro) 
trib 


MA 





—_—=_ eae a werelCUhcherlCUVOOrOlClC rT OO TOC 


_ Ft a Ue 6 





BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus Sentenced to Death 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 5, 1949 
John 18:26-19:16 


The heading of this Bible Study has 
disturbing implications—“Jesus sen- 
tenced to death by Ernest Trice Thomp- 
son.” Yet in a very real sense the state- 
ment is correct. Jesus bore my sins in 
his body upon the tree. And if I had 
lived in Palestine 1900 years ago, I 
would have shared no doubt in the com- 
mon guilt. If we see in this moving 
story only Romans and Jews, only Pi- 
late and the high priests, then the story 
has not yet yielded to us its full mean- 
ing, for human nature is the same in the 
20th century as it was in the first. 

Jesus, as we have seen, spent his last 
evening with the disciples in the upper 
room. After he had instituted the 
Lord’s Supper and spoken his last words 
to the disciples, he went into the garden 
of Gethsemane. While he prayed and 
the disciples slept, Judas guided thither 
a band of soldiers, accompanied by the 
personal representatives of the chief 
priests and the Pharisees. They seized 
Jesus, bound him, and carried him to 
Annas to be examined. Annas had been 
deposed from the office of high priest, 
but he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, 
the present occupant of the office, and 
still the most influential man in the 
priestly party. After Annas had ques- 
tioned him, Jesus was taken before the 
Sanhedrin and sentenced to death when 
he acknowledged that he was indeed the 
Son of God. He was then taken to Pi- 
late’s Palace, because only the Roman 
Governor could put the death sentence 
into effect. 


Blind Leaders 


John telling the story many years la- 
ter thinks of the human actors in that 
fateful drama. He thinks of the politi- 
cal and religious leaders of the nation. 
Their religion would not allow them to 
enter Pilate’s palace. It meant ceremon- 
ial defilement (18:28), but they were 
determined to have the blood of an in- 
nocent man, terribly determined. Their 
meticulous scrupulosity in the first case, 
their complete lack of scruple in the 
other, illustrates Jesus’ charge that the 
religious leaders of his day tithed mint 
and dill and cummin, and neglected the 
Wweightier matters of the law, justice 
and mercy and faith. ‘Blind guides,” 
he had termed them, men who strained 
out a gnat and swallowed a camel, (Mt. 
23:23-24.) Archbishop Temple com- 
ments, ‘‘A besetting sin of all of us who 
are concerned with the ordering of re- 
ligious life and worship is the loss of 
proportion and perspective, and the at- 
tribution of primary importance to sec- 
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ondary or even to tertiary and quater- 
nary concerns.’’ We develop blind spots; 
we see them in others, but do not recog- 
nize them in ourselves. 


Judge and Judged 


At the very outset, when the rulers 
first appeared before Pilate, he had 
naturally inquired, ‘“‘What accusation do 
you bring against this man?” He cer- 
tainly could not render a verdict before 
a formal charged had been lodged, But 
unfortunately for them, the chief priests 
had no charge which they could estab- 
lish, certainly no charge which would 
lead Pilate to pronounce the death sen- 
tence on which they were determined. 
So they’ try to persuade the Governor 
to accept their verdict, without going 
into the specific charge: “If this man 
were not an evil-doer, we would not 
have handed him over.” 

As Archbishop Temple says, ‘Pilate 
was cynical and cruel, but he was not 
stupid, and no Roman governor could 
be without some sense of the majesty 
of Roman law. That law entrusted the 
death penalty to no local or ‘native’ 
court, but reserved it to the representa- 
tive of Rome.” Pilate could not there- 
fore properly inflict that penalty “at the 
demand of the local court without any 
further trial held by himself. The re- 
ply of the priests was, in fact, a piece 
of impertinence with which Pilate was 
very competent to deal. He says in ef- 
fect, ‘Very well; if you want the matter 
settled by the verdict of your court, let 
that court pronounce sentence,’ know- 
ing of course that their court could not 
pronounced sentence of death.” To 
achieve their aim, therefore, the priests 
are forced to the humiliating admission, 
“Tt is not lawful for us to put any man 
to death.”’ 


Jesus And His Kingdom 


Pilate returns, therefore, into the pal- 
ace to examine the prisoner. No formal 
charge has yet been brought, but he 
knows that the charge which they had 
expected to bring was that of sedition. 
Before he constitutes the court he de- 
sires to question the prisoner himself. 
“Are you (the pronoun is so placed as 
to be most emphatic),” he asks, ‘‘The 
King of the Jews?” He is already con- 
vinced, it would seem, that this man 
cannot possibly be a danger to the Ro- 
man state. Jesus asks if he has received 
outside information to this effect, or 
whether this is the charge brought 
against him by the priests. “If the 


former, the information can be tested; 
if the latter, the charge should be pre- 
sented in proper form, and this the Jews 
have not done, for the very good reason 
that they have not been able to estab- 
lish it.”” Pilate replied indignantly, ‘Am 
Ia Jew? Your own nation and the chief 
priests have handed you over to me.” 
Pilate well knew that if Jesus were 
really a champion of national indepen- 
dence, the official representatives of the 
Jewish people would not have repud- 
iated him. And so Pilate is puzzled, 
and wishes to know, ‘‘What have you 
done?’”’ 


“The Lord’s reply takes up what is 
the real charge—that he claims to be the 
Son of God, the Messiah (19:7; Mark 
14:61-62). In that sense he does claim 
to be the King of Israel (1:49), but 
he has transformed the conception of 
that Messianic Kingship. He has roy- 
alty, but not what the world means by 
royalty, for it neither proceeds from 
the world nor is recognizable by the 
world, . . He has claimed to be the 
Messiah; and the Messiah was a king, 
but not the sort of King whose dominion 
constituted a challenge to the political 
authority of Rome. . . An early king- 
dom depends for any effective authority 
upon the loyal support of his people and 
the force that they can offer in his sup- 
port. The Messiah derives his author- 
ity from God alone. The quality of an 
earthly kingdom is, partly at least, the 
maintenance of order by the forcible co- 
ercion of malcontents; in the political 
sphere this is right, and the earthly 
State is rightly entrusted with force 
wherewith to uphold the law and pre- 
vent the lawless use of force. But the 
divine kingdom cannot be content with 
this: it must control not only outward 
conduct but hearts and wills; its au- 
thority is from God, who is Love; its 
actuality is in the willing obedience of 
those whose love has been called out 
in response to the manifested love of 
God. Consequently it can never fight for 
its ‘vital interests,’ because by fighting 
it betrays them. The state may rightly 
fight in national self-defense or for the 
maintenance of the law of nations; the 
Church may not fight, nor use for its 
defense or extension any other method 
than the lifting up of its King that he 
may draw all men unto him... .” 
(Readings in St. John’s Gospel,” by Wil- 
liam Temple, The Macmillan Co.) 


Pilate is puzzled. ‘‘So you (the pro- 
noun is again emphatic) are a king?” 
Jesus could not accept the title as em- 
ployed by Pilate, nor could he reject it. 
He would be misunderstood in either 
case. So he replied in effect, ‘““‘The word 
is yours, not mine. This is the real 
statement of the case. For this I was 
born, and for this I have come into the 
world, to bear witness to the truth. 
Every one who is of the truth hears my 
voice.”’ 

Pilate’s dealing with men, the com- 
promises forced upon him, the readiness 
of other men to compromise, had made 
him) skeptical. There was no truth, 
there were no absolute standards calling 
for men’s highest allegiance. Convinced 
now that Jesus was a harmless fanatic, 
he sought to release him. 

Perceiving that it was the priests who 
were urging Jesus’ death, he suggested 
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to the people that they ask for Jesus’ 
release, according to the custom which 
allowed them to make one such request 
during the passover. The very fact that 
he made such a proposal reveals his 
weakness. For if Jesus was innocent, as 
Pilate well knew, then he should have 
been released, and the people allowed to 
choose whom they would. Barabbas 
whom Pilate suggested as an alternate 
choice was a robber, but he was more, 
he was a Jewish nationalist prepared to 
fight against Rome. It was not difficult 
for the priests to persuade the people to 
ask for the release of a bandit patriot 
rather than of one who had only disap- 
pointed their nationalist aspirations. 


Behold the Man! 


Seeing that the people also had turned 
against Jesus, Pilate ordered the prison- 
er to be scourged. The victim of this 
severe punishment was bound in a stoop- 
ing attitude to a low column and beaten 
with rods or scourged with whips, the 
thongs of which were weighted with lead 
and studded with sharp pieces of bone, 
so that frightful laceration followed 
each stroke. When the scourging was 
ended, Pilate went out and said, ‘“Be- 
hold I am bringing him out to you, that 
you may know that [ find no crime in 
him.”” So Jesus came out wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe in 
which the soldiers had dressed him. 
“Behold the man,” he said. 

As Temple remarks, this ‘‘is one of 
those pregnant phrases which cannot be 
translated adequately, On Pilate’s lips 
—and so the Jews would understand it 
—the words meant ‘Look at the poor 
fellow.’ But as we hear them across 
the centuries they come charged with 
another meaning. Here, in this life of 
perfect obedience and love; here in this 
courage that bears the worst that hate 
can do and is still unfaltering calm; 
here, in this love that is unquenched and 
undiminished by the desertion of friends, 


by the blows and jeers of enemies—here 
we see Man fulfilling his true destiny 
and manifested as superior to circum- 
stance, ... As the victim was garlanded 
for the sacrifice, so Jesus for the cross— 
with thorns of glory and honor.”’ 

Pilate had hoped that the piteous 
spectacle would soften the hearts of 
Jesus’ enemies, but it only whetted their 
cruelty. “Crucify him,” they cried, ‘‘cru- 
cify him.” 

Mockingly Pilate said, “Take him 
yourselves and crucify him; for | find no 
crime in him.”’ This only infuriated the 
priests the more; reminding them of 
their subjugation to Rome, forcing them 
to acknowledge their impotence. Their 
rage led them to bring out their real 
charge against Jesus, ‘‘We have a law, 
and by that law he ought to die, because 
he has made himself the Son of God.”’ 

Pilate had ‘“‘little or no respect for 
the Jewish law, which he regarded, no 
doubt, as the barbarous code of a con- 
temptible tribe. But, like most heathen 
eynies, he had a superstitious dread of 
the supernatural. This prisoner with 
his unruffled calm and his talk about a 
kingdom of truth is, no doubt, a fanatic; 
but there might be something abnormal 
and supernatural about him. The title, 
‘Son of God’; would not for Pilate bear 
the august meaning which it had for the 
chief priests and which made the claim 
to it blasphemous if it was not true. 
But this prisoner might be a son of a 
god, and Pilate would not want to incur 
the hostility of a local deity.’’ (Temple.) 
Besides he had received an urgent mes- 
sage from his wife that she had a 
dream which indicated that he should do 
nothing to “this righteous man.” (Mt. 
27:19.) So when Pilate heard these 
words, he was the more afraid; he en- 
tered the palace again and said to 
Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus 
made no answer—a silent judgment of 
the judge who was afraid to act accord- 
ing to his convictions . ‘You will not 
speak to me?” Pilate asked in amaze- 
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ment. ‘Do you not know that I haye 
power to release you and power to ery. 
cify you?” Jesus replied, “You would 
have no power over me unless it had 
been given you from above.’’ Here we 
find the secret of Jesus’ calm. He wags 
confident that his death was the Fa. 
ther’s will. He had prayed in the gar. 
den, ‘‘Not my will, but thine be done,” 


Caesar’s Friend 


Pilate was more determined now to 
release him, but the mob howled, “If 
you release this man, you are not Cage. 
sar’s friend; everyone who makes him- 
self a king sets himself against Caegar, 
Pilate knew that if he released Jesus he 
would be accused in Rome of disloyalty 
to the emperor, the most dangerous 
charge that could be made against a 
government official. His job, none too 
secure as it was, would be jeepardized, 
It would be better, he concluded, to sac- 
rifice Jesus, only a Jew after all, a harm- 
less fanatic, repudiated by his own peo- 
ple. A man must live, and what dif- 
ference did it make, the death of one 
Jew, more or less—so he doubtless ar- 
gued. 

So “when Pilate heard these words 
he brought Jesus out and sat down on 
the judgment seat at a place called The 
Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gabbatha.” 
In other words, he established his court 
(for the first time), seating himself, ac- 
cording to the custom, on a chair placed 
for him on a dais of mosaic pavement. 
It was then six o’clock in the morning, 
John reminds us (following the Greek 
reckoning), 


“Pilate is yielding to the clamor of 
the Jews; but he will show his scorn for 
them and he will extract their profes- 
sion of loyalty. He presents Jesus again 
to them: Behold your king. Here is 
the man they present as a leader of re- 
volt; well, perhaps he is a fitting king 
for such folk! The sight of the Lord 
calls forth a fresh outcry, ‘Away with 
him, away with him, crucify him.’ Pi- 
late presses his sarcasm home upon 
them: ‘Your king—shall I crucify him?’ 
Now he hears what he has been waiting 
for. The chief priests—the official rep- 
resentatives of the Jewish theocracy— 
answered, ‘We have no king but Caesar.’ 

“He has humiliated these priests by 
forcing them to proclaim their loyalty 
to Caesar; so now he yields his prisoner 
to them, so that the fury of the mob 
may be appeased and he himself escape 
the danger of a damaging report to Ti- 
berius.’”’ (Temple.) 


Pilate was a government official con- 
cerned with saving his job. He sacri- 
ficed a Jewish peasant, as he thought, to 
satisfy his constituency and hold his po 
sition. What ought he to have done? 
Do men face similar temptations today? 
What ought an officeholder to do today 
(or a newspaper editor or a preacher) 
if following his convictions means 108s 
of popularity, the possible loss of his 
job? Should a legislator vote accord- 
ing to his own convictions or according 
to the desire of his constituents? What 
other meaning does this familiar story 
have for us? 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE SYMBOL OF THE FAITH—A 
STUDY OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED. 
By George Hedley. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, 173 pp. $2.50. 

The author, who is professor of eco- 
nomics and sociology, as well as chap- 
lain at Mills College, presents a schol- 
arly treatment of this age-old statement 
of faith. Most of the chapters were 
originally given as sermons in the Col- 
lege Chapel. Hedley is thoroughly con- 
yersant with the writings of the early 
Church Fathers, his quotations from 
them appearing in his own renderings 
from the original texts. This book is, 
in the words of the author, ‘a brief and 
simple discussion of some questions 
raised in the modern mind by the phras- 
ing of an ancient creed, and an attempt 
to identify the living values which from 
the first that phrasing sought to con- 
vey.” It is ‘‘an effort to interpret the 
Apostles’ Creed in terms both of its his- 
tory and of modern ways of thinking.” 
The author says that in his earlier days 
he had difficulty in reciting the Apostles’ 
Creed with clear voice and clear con- 
science. However, he can now do so 
by accepting the statements not in the 
literal way in which they were at first 
intended but in a more general sense. 
Even in his years of gravest doubt, he 
was impressed by the fact that the 
Apostles’ Creed has been so widely used 
in so many religious groups throughout 
so many centuries. He observed that 
“the Church remained in the Creed and 
the Creed remained in the Church.” 
This attempt to reinterpret the Creed in 
terms of modern thought reveals that 
the writer is extremely liberal in his 
theology, departing in many points from 
the traditional position. One would do 
well alongside this volume to read a 
theologically conservative treatment of 
the Apostles’ Creed such as “‘The Faith 
of Christendom” by John M. Vander 
Meulen. 

DUNBAR H. OGDEN, Jr. 

Staunton, Va. io 

THE LIFE OF GOD IN THE SOUL 
OF MAN. By Henry Scougal. (Edited 
with a historical introduction by Win- 
throp S. Hudson.) Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia; 95 pp. $1.50. 

Most treatises on mysticism and piet- 
ism leave me rather cold. That is doubt- 
less a sad commentary upon myself. 
This one leaves me less cold than others. 
And that is meant to be a favorable 
commentary upon Scougal’s classic on 
the devotional life. It is a forceful and 
Severe plea for ‘perfectionism in this 
World. But it leaves untouched and 
therefore unresolved the problem faced 
by those who on the one hand seek the 
bersonal satisfactions of perfectionism, 
and on the other are faced with the 
very real necessity of dealing with the 
practical affairs of membership in a so- 
ciety that lays upon all its members 
heavy responsibilities of trying to be 


MAY 30, 1949 


politically effective in a society that is 
far from perfect. That of course is the 
age-old problem of every sincere relig- 
ious person, and more especially of the 
saint and the would-be-saint. And per- 
haps there is no solution to that prob- 
lem: save that of unceasing struggle. 

To Scougal religion is ‘“‘life’’ over 
against “form’’; it is ‘‘deeds’’ rather 
than ‘“‘words.’’ Moreover, religion is 
“the divine life of God’’ indwelling the 
soul of the natural man and bearing its 
appropriate fruitage. The root of this 
“divine life’ is ‘“faith.’’ Its fruits are 
“love of God,”’ ‘“‘charity,’”’ ‘“‘purity’’ and 
‘“‘humility.”” The book falls into three 
parts: 1. Of the Nature of True Relig- 
ion; 2. The Excellency and Advantage 
of Religion; and 3. The Aids to True 
Religion. I found the first and last more 
helpful. 

Written in mid-seventeenth century as 
a personal letter to a friend, it was first 
published in 1677 under the auspices 
of Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury. 
Since then it has had an amazing career 
of frequent and repeated editions. This 
last one is prompted by the conviction 
that the conditions to which it was first 
addressed are universal and timeless and 
therefore still prevalent, with the need 
for its therapy as urgent as ever. That 
is certainly true. To read it is disturb- 
ing and stimulating. To attempt to 
practice its incisive wisdom would prove 
a saving discipline. 

It is commended by its brevity and by 
its frequent gems of deep and profound 
insight counched in forceful and unfor- 
gettable prose. Should this edition have 
the good fortune of being as widely re- 
ceived and read as its predecessors, one 
might predict that in a few weeks “‘The 
Life Of God in the Soul of Man” will 
be quoted and echoed from many pulpits 
across the land. And that would be a 
good thing. 

KELSEY REGEN. 

Durham, N. C. 


CULTURE’S EMERGENT PATHWAY. 
By Antonio Iglesias. The Exposition 
Press, New York. 95 pages. $2.50. 

In this slender volume of less than 
one hundred pages the author attempts 
to formulate a theory of the organic 
unity of Western culture. His thesis is 
that the correlativity that exists be- 
tween life and culture has been over- 
looked in the present age and that only 
through the restoration of a unifying 
and sustaining cultural principle can 
the modern world be saved. Beginning 
with the simpler forms of knowledge he 
moves through science and philosophy 
to mysticism where he finds in an in- 
tuitive perception of Reality the organ- 
izing principle of his system. 

Mr. Iglesias’ contention that we need 
a luminous idea around which to re- 


organize Western culture is valid 
enough. His contribution toward its 
discovery, however, is negligible. In 


the final analysis Culture’s Emergent 
Pathway is a hodgepodge of miscel- 
laneous quotations and unsubstantiated 


generalizations that fail to do justice to 
a problem of such magnitude. 
JAS. I. MecCORD. 
Austin, Texas. 


NOTES ON THE PARABLES OF OUR 
LORD. By Richard C. Trench, Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1948. 
211 pages, $2.50. 


This is a ‘‘streamlined”’ revision by 
anonymous editors of the scholarly 
work of Archbishop Trench first pub- 
lished in 1841. The editors have used 
the 1861 edition and have translated 
into English the extensive quotations 
that the Irish scholar originally gave to 
his readers in Greek, Latin, French, and 
German. 

How drastically the material has been 
cut is indicated by the fact that the re- 
viewer’s copy of The Parables consists 
of 393 large pages. The Parable of the 
Sower occupies 16% pages in my copy, 
and the new edition uses 4%; the Prodi- 
gal Son is reduced from 26 pages to 12. 

We can be grateful for a reissue of a 


“book too long out of print, and the ‘“‘di- 


gest’? form may reach a wider circle of: 
readers. 

DWIGHT M. CHALMERS. 
Greenville, S. C. 
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Royal Heritage. Virginia Whitman. 
Good News Publishers. $2.00. 

Again Pioneers. Hermann N. Morse. 
Friendship Press. 60 cents. 

















"A few weeks ago, I fin- 
ished "The Big Fisherman."” 
That was a spiritual experi- 
ence for me of strange sig- 
nificance. New light fell 
upon His leadership, and 
the call of the disciples 
moves from the realm of 
mystery to the understand- 
able compulsion of the good 
deed and the better life. 
The place of healing, in 
the early record, took on 
new significance, and the 
power of our Lord became 
intelligible.” 

G. Bromley Oxnam, ya 4 


of the Methodist Church, 
The New York Area 
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At all bookstores, $3.75 
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Thank You, Local Churches! 


You Have Won Others to Christ. 

You Have Taught the Gospel Faithfully. 

You Have Organized Outposts and Built Chapels. 
You Have Strengthened Your Schools and Colleges. 


You Have Shared Your Money Liberally to Advance the 
Cause of Christ Through All Agencies of the Church. 


You Have Given a Goodly Account of Your Stewardship 
the Past Year. 


For You and Your Pastors We Express Gratitude to God. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


324 Church Street Decatur, Georgia 
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STILLMAN COLLEGE 


FOUNDED 1876 


THE ONLY SCHOOL FOR NEGROES OWNED AND SUPPORTED BY THE 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 





Stillman is our Church's opportunity to give a Christian answer 
to one of America’s most pressing issues 





A Strong Stillman is essential to the progress , iinaiiass 

and success of our Church's Negro Work. STILLMAN NEEDS NOW: 
BECOME A BUILDER OF A Endowment. Se Pare ae eee ae iterate $300 , 000 
STRONG STILLMAN Auditorium-Gymnasium............ 100, 000 
‘ ta Addition to Library Building....... 50,000 

Send contributions large or small to =a , — 
Laboratory Equipment....... ae 25,000 
Rev. Samuel Burney Hay, President Additional Instructors 1949-50....... 10,000 
ae ey oe. 100 Scholarships at $125 each....... 12,500 
a 
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“Give us the young and we will create a new mind and 





a new earth in a single generation” —Benjamin Kidd 





STUDENT WORK IS URGENTLY IMPORTANT TODAY 


BECAUSE— 
1. THE COLLEGE YEARS ARE EXTREMELY FORMATIVE YEARS. 


2. WE WANT TO HAVE CHRISTIAN LEADERS IN CHURCH AND 
STATE TOMORROW. 


3. THE FIFTY THOUSAND PRESBYTERIAN STUDENTS WILL 
FURNISH THOSE LEADERS IF WE REACH AND HOLD 
THEM FOR CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH. 


4. THE COLLEGE CAMPUS MIRRORS THE SECULARISM AND 
CONFUSION OF SOCIETY. THE STUDENT NEEDS TO 
HAVE JESUS CHRIST AT THE CENTER OF HIS LIFE AND 
THOUGHT. OTHERWISE HIS LEADERSHIP MAY BE IN 
THE WRONG DIRECTION. 


IF YOU WANT TO HELP 


Write: Your Synod Chairman of Student Work 


Or: Harry G. Goodykoontz 
Director, Joint Committee on Student Work 
309 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 








OUR PARTNERS IN OBEDIENCE 
"to the Great Command 


“Go ye bretore 
. and lo, | am with you always.” 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE*OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
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welcomed you Lo MONTREAT 


At the Montreat Presbyterian Book Store, conveniently located and well 
stocked with all the best in religious books, you'll find a genuine welcome. 


Each year most of those attending General Assembly arrange to spend a 
lot of time relaxing in the restful atmosphere of this complete store. Attrac- 
tively displayed you'll find a complete coverage of noteworthy books and 
Bibles, latest John Knox Press releases, church and Sunday school supplies, 


lesson materials, visual-aid equipment, and other interesting items too nu- 
merous to mention. 


Arrangements will be made to deliver any purchase wherever you live, and 


all orders will be handled promptly. A trained staff will be on hand to guide 
you in finding your needs. 


By all means, take advantage of this opportunity to completely fill your 
book and supply requirements while you are in Montreat. Every dollar spent 
in Presbyterian Book Stores provides 14c for your educational program. 


See the Book Displays in the Auditorium. 

















